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Abstract 

The study of over 10,000 specimens of Dasytidae from about 35 collections has led to the conclusion that 8 genera and 
32 species and subspecies of this family, all actually observed by the author, occur in Sardinia. This number is believed to 
be rather close to completion. A further 30 species, reported in the past as occurring on the island, are discussed and have 
been removed from the list. Identification keys based on external characters only are proposed for genera and species. 
However, for difficult groups and where confusion may arise, drawings of aedeagi are supplied. An annoted catalogue 
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follows with, for each species, synonymies, bibliography, a list of sampling localities with last year of collection, notes, 
and chorotype. A zoogeographical analysis shows that the Sardinian Dasytidae conform to a Central Mediterranean type, 
with rather strong North African influences and with a high presence of strict endemics (11 species), higher than in 
Corsica (7 species). Danacea (Allodanacaea ) is no doubt the most interesting group with 7 taxa, none of which are 
spread all over Sardinia and 2 of which— D. (A.) gorditana Liberti and D. (A.) nympha Liberti—only occur in a tiny area 
in the Nurra region. Two species, Dasytes doderoi Pic and Aplocnemus ( Diplambe ) januaventi Liberti, both strict 
Sardinian endemics, are very rare and poorly known: the first is only known on two female specimens, both collected in 
the Gennargentu area many years ago; the second seems in a “safer” situation because several specimens have been 
collected recently. 

Trap samples (mainly Malaise) from the Marganai and Montimannu region-owned forests (SW Sardinia, 
respectively Carbonia-Iglesias and Medio Campidano provinces), are also discussed. 

Key words: Melyridae, Prionoceridae, Acanthocnemidae, Dasytes, Danacea, Aplocnemus, Psilothrix, Dolichosoma, 
Divales, Italy, Corsica, Tyrrhenian, identification keys 


Introduction 

Several generations of entomologists have collected beetles in Sardinia and, all in all, the island’s Coleoptera 
are rather well known. Nevertheless, collecting in Sardinia is still an exciting experience, often supplying little 
known or even unknown species. 

The Dasytidae are small, often black and hairy (sometimes green) beetles, living on flowers and feeding 
on pollen. Their biology is little known apart from a few species, especially Psilothrix viridicoerulea 
(Geoffroy, 1785) the larval life of which was thoroughly studied by Fiori (1971) in Sardinia. The Dasytidae 
are not among the most popular beetles in collections, but they are often collected and mounted because rather 
common and easily found. The main problem seems to be their identification, which is usually considered 
difficult and frustrating. In reality, most Sardinian species are easy to recognize at a glance except for those of 
Danacea Laporte de Castelnau subgenus Allodanacaea Liberti. The main aim of this paper is to supply 
sufficient information to allow coleopterists to identify specimens of Sardinian Dasytidae. 

An interesting feature of the Sardinian dasytid fauna is the high number of endemics, which witnesses its 
long geographical isolation. Several species are rare and still poorly known like Dasytes doderoi Pic, 1924 
from the Gennargentu massif, of which only two females are known. 

The Dasytidae were recently given full family rank by Majer (1995) and placed within the superfamily 
Cleroidea in the so called “Melyrid lineage”, close to the Malachiidae, Melyridae, Prionoceridae and 
Acanthocnemidae, only to mention the families present in Europe. Before Majer’s revision these families 
were considered as subfamilies of the Melyridae in a broader sense (Crowson 1964), a view maintained by 
Lawrence and Newton (1995). Before Crowson (1964), both the Malachiidae and the Dasytidae were 
included, as families, in the somewhat heterogeneous group called “Malacodermata”, together with the 
Cantharidae, Lampyridae, Lycidae and other families. 

Specimens of these 5 families of Cleroidea can be recognized using Majer (1995). 

The Malachiidae are a large family spread all over the world and well represented in Sardinia by more 
than 30 species (Audisio et al. 1995). 

Four species of Melyridae have been reported from Sardinia: Falsomelyris granulata (Fabricius) (Baudi 
di Selve 1873b: 252, as Melyris granulata', Schilsky 1897b: nr. 97, as Zvgia nigra Fabricius; Porta 1929: 130, 
as Melyris nigra), Melyris bicolor Fabricius (Baudi di Selve 1873b: 252), Melyris oblonga (Fabricius) (Baudi 
di Selve 1873b: 252; Costa 1882: 19; Luigioni 1929: 635; Porta 1929: 130) and Melyris (Zygia) versicolor 
Chevrolat (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 90; Luigioni 1929: 635; Porta 1929: 130). Their presence on the island could 
not be confirmed by the author; the most reliable records are those of Melyris oblonga by Costa (1882: 19, 
1884: 28) with two findings (September 1881 near Cagliari and August 1883 near Sassari), suggesting that 
this species may have an end of summer appearance. 
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The Prionoceridae are represented in the Mediterranean area only by genus Lobonyx Jacquelin du Val 
(Mayor 2007b). One species, Lobonyx aenea (Fabricius), has been reported for Sardinia (Luigioni 1929: 632; 
Porta 1929: 124). At a glance it is rather similar to the dasytid Psilothrix viridicoerulea (Geoffroy) (see key). 
In Europe, L. aenea is rather widespread in Spain, north to the Pyrenees (Mayor 2007b: 384) but the author 
has never seen it from any Italian locality; its presence in Sardinia is considered doubtful. 

The Acanthocnemidae are a monospecific family including only Acanthocnemus nigricans (Hope): a 
peculiar small brown beetle of Australian origin, now cosmopolitan (Mayor 2007b), very rare in Italy and 
having been found more than once in Sardinia and Corsica (Constantin 2007). It probably feeds on fungi that 
grow on burned wood residues immediately after forest fires (Schmitz et al. 2002). 


Material and methods 


Collecting and handling: 

This paper is based on the examination of more than 10,000 dasytid specimens coming from 31 
collections (see below). Dasytidae are usually collected by sweeping weeds and flowers in meadows with a 
suitable net, and by beating the accessible branches of trees and bushes, preferably when blossoming. The 
adults are mainly found on flowers, where they assemble to feed on pollen, although several species are 
apparently associated with graminaceous grasses ( Psilothrix Redtenbacher spp., Dolichosoma Stephens) and 
others live on trees (some Aplocnemus Stephens). Passive collecting (mainly with Malaise and window traps) 
was recently used in the Monti Marganai and Montimannu forests, with interesting results (see Discussion). 

Microscopic mountings were done in Euparal until approximately 2001 and subsequently in water-soluble 
PVP according to the method described by Liberti (2005). The dissected parts have always been mounted on a 
transparent acetate card pinned below the specimen. 

Drawings were made with the aid of a lOx grid eyepiece mounted on a stereomicroscope, with a total 
magnification ranging from 20x to 80x. 


Acronyms of specimen depositories: 

CAN Fernando Angelini collection, Francavilla Fontana, Brindisi, Italy; 

CBA Giorgio Bartoli (f) collection (at MCSNG); 

CBI Giovanni Binaghi (f) collection (at MCSNG); 

CCA Claudio Canepari collection, Milan, Italy; 

CCL Franco Callegari collection, Ravenna, Italy; 

CCO Robert Constantin collection, Saint Lo, Manche, France; 

CCR Paolo Comacchia collection, Porto Mantovano, Mantua, Italy; 

CDO Agostino Dodero (f) collection (at MCSNG); 

CNBFVR Centro Nazionale per lo Studio e la Conservazione della Biodiversita Forestale “Bosco Fontana”, 

Verona, Italy; 

CFA Luca Fancello collection, Cagliari, Italy; 

CFO Alessandro Focarile collection, Saint Pierre, Aosta, Italy; 

CFR Mario E. Franciscolo (f) collection (at MCSNG); 

CLI Gianfranco Liberti collection, Uboldo, Varese, Italy; 

CMA Karel Majer (f) collection (at NMBA); 

CME Carlo Meloni collection, Cagliari, Italy; 

CMG Enrico Migliaccio collection, Rome, Italy; 

CML Mauro Malmusi collection, Modena, Italy; 

CMO Riccardo Monguzzi collection, Milan, Italy; 

CPA Rossano Papi collection, Castelfranco di Sopra, Arezzo, Italy; 

CPN Philippe Ponel collection, Pourcieux, Var, France; 


DASYTIDAE OF SARDINIA 


Zootaxa 2318 © 2009 Magnolia Press • 341 



CPO 

CRO 

CSA 

CSL 

NMBA 

MNHU 

MSNUF 

MCSNG 

MCSNM 

SMNS 

MCSNV 


Roberto Poggi collection, Genoa, Italy; 

Saverio Rocchi collection, Florence (at MSNUF); 

Nino Sanfilippo (f) collection (at MCSNG); 

Lucio Saltini collection, Caipi, Modena, Italy; 

Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel, Switzerland; 

Museum fur Naturkunde der Humboldt Universitat, Berlin, Germany; 
Museo di StoriaNaturale dell’Universita degli Studi, Florence, Italy; 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “Giacomo Doria”, Genoa, Italy; 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Milan, Italy; 

Staatliches Museum fur Naturkunde, Stuttgart, Germany; 

Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Venice, Italy. 


Terminology: 

Moiphological terminology generally follows Cooter (1991). 


Chorotypes: 

The chorotypes (and respective letter codes) adopted and listed below have been taken from Vigna 
Taglianti et al. (1993, 1999) with the exception of the one here referred to as “Central Mediterranean”: 

West-Mediterranean (3.02, WME): western countries of the Mediterranean basin, west of the Italian 
peninsula (which can be, at least in part, included). 

East-Mediterranean (3.03, EME): eastern countries of the Mediterranean basin, east of the Italian 
peninsula (which can be, at least in part, included). 

Tyrrhenian (3900.18, TYRR): Corsica, Sardinia, Tuscan Archipelago, Italian coast to some extent, 
smaller Tyrrhenian islands, Sicily. 

Central Mediterranean (no code): Tyrrhenian plus Malta, Tunisia and Algeria. 

Sardo-Corsican (3900.19, SACO): both Corsica and Sardinia. 

Sardinian (3900.20, SARD): only Sardinia 
Corsican (3300.01, CORS): only Corsica 


The introduction of a Central Mediterranean chorotype is considered useful to avoid confusion with the 
Tyrrhenian one and is in agreement with the advice given by Vigna Taglianti et al. (1993: 164, point C) 
relating to the possible adoption of small range distributions whenever a better precision is felt necessary. 


Bibliographic references of the species: 

For each species a rather detailed bibliography is given, but catalogues and other references containing 
little information have often been excluded. 

In the references given below the first description of a species, the genus is added in square brackets when 
it differs from the one in present use, with the exception of unjustified amendments (for example 
Haplocnemus and Danacaea are unjustified amendments of Aplocnemus and Danacea in current use and are 
not added). 


Remarks on the “Annoted catalogue”: 

For localities reported in the catalogue, when not otherwise stated, the relevant specimens have been 
studied by the author, the labelling has been considered reliable and the locality given on the label has been 
retrieved. All doubtful determinations and/or labellings have been excluded. All listed locality names can be 
found, with the same spelling, in a widespread road atlas of Italy (Anonymous 1994): all other geographical 
names have been replaced by the closest locality that could be found in the atlas. Localities from which 
specimens were not personally examined, i.e. those quoted from other authors, have been reported only when 
considered reliable and their sources are clearly indicated. Localities marked * had already been published by 
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the author in the paper marked with the same symbol in the species’ bibliography. In 2005 the Sardinian 
provinces were increased in number from four to eight; the new arrangement is adopted here and provinces 
are listed from north-east to south-west in the order Sassari, Olbia-Tempio, Nuoro, Oristano, Ogliastra, Medio 
Campidano, Carbonia-Iglesias and Cagliari. Localities are listed alphabetically within each province. After 
each locality both the year of collection and the depository of the material have been added. When a locality 
was sampled over several years, only the most recent year is reported. When the year of collection is 
unknown, the following symbols have been used: y-? = unknown; y-a = ancient; supposedly before 1900; y-o 
= old: supposedly between 1900 and 1950; y-r = recent: supposedly after 1950. 

The first and/or the most important papers to have mentioned a species for Sardinia are reported under the 
heading “Notes”, with the exception of species described from the island. 

Further information, such as phenology, altitude or collecting details was purposely omitted for most 
species, as adults are usually found in spring and early summer and the only altitudinal effect usually observed 
is a delay in adult appearance with altitude. Such data are reported only for species that are either rare or show 
an unusual phenology or altitudinal behaviour. 


Checklist 

Genera and species have been arranged following Mayor (2007b). 

Danacea Laporte de Castelnau subgenus Danacea 
Danacea (Danacea) Corsica Kiesenwetter, 1871 
Danacea {Danacea) imperialis (Gene, 1836) 

Danacea {Danacea) mitis (Kiister, 1850) 

Danacea (Danacea) sardoa declivis Liberti, 1989 
Danacea (Danacea) sardoa sardoa Kiesenwetter, 1871 

Danacea subgenus Allodanacaea Liberti 

Danacea ( Allodanacaea) gorditana Liberti, 2007 

Danacea ( Allodanacaea) milleri Schilsky, 1897 

Danacea {Allodanacaea) nympha Liberti, 1985 

Danacea (.Allodanacaea) oreas Liberti, 1985 

Danacea (.Allodanacaea) picicornispicicornis (Kiister, 1850) 

Danacea {Allodanacaea) picicornis supramontana Liberti, 1985 

Danacea {Allodanacaea) sulcitana Liberti, 1985 

Dasytes Paykull subgenus Dasytes 

Dasvtes {Dasytes) flavescens Gene, 1839 

Dasytes {Dasytes) pauperculus Laporte de Castelnau, 1840 

Dasytes subgenus Hypodasytes Mulsant & Rey 
Dasytes {Hypodasytes) coerulescens Kiister, 1852 

Dasytes subgenus Mesodasytes Mulsant & Rey 
Dasytes {Mesodasytes) aeneiventris Kiister, 1850 
Dasytes {Mesodasytes) croceipes Kiesenwetter, 1865 
Dasytes {Mesodasytes) iteratus Peyerimhoff, 1925 
Dasytes {Mesodasytes) nigroaeneus Kiister, 1850 

Dasytes (subgenus?) doderoi Pic, 1924 
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Divales Laporte de Castelnau 
Divales cinctus (Gene, 1839) 

Dolichosoma Stephens 
Dolichosoma lineare (Rossi, 1794) 

Dolichosoma simile (Brulle, 1832) 

Psilothrix Kiister 

Psilothrix aureola (Kiesenwetter, 1859) 

Psilothrixprotensa (Gene, 1836) 

Psilothrix viridicoerulea (Geoffroy, 1785) 

Aplocnemus Stephens subgenus Aplocnemus 
Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus) cribricollis Mulsant & Rey, 1868 
Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus) jejunus Kiesenwetter, 1863 
Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus) pectinatus (Kiister, 1849) 
Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus) rufomarginatus Perris, 1869 

Aplocnemus subgenus Diplamhe Schilsky 
Aplocnemus (Diplambe) duplicatus Kiesenwetter, 1871 
Aplocnemus ( Diplambe) januaventi Liberti, 2007 


Species of doubtful occurrence 

On top of the above-listed species and subspecies, many more taxa have been reported for Sardinia in the past 
by several authors, even though none of them are believed to be actually part of the island’s fauna. Most of 
these have already been excluded from the Sardinian fauna by Audiso et al. (1995) and Liberti (2004b). A 
rather long list (more than 30 species, and probably incomplete) follows with a few comments as to why they 
have been left out. 

Danacea (Danacea) ambigua Mulsant & Rey, 1868 (Costa 1883: 44; Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; Porta 1929: 
109), D. (D.) aurichalcea (Kiister, 1850) (Porta 1929: 110), D. (D.) distincta (Lucas, 1846) (Costa 1883: 
44; Bertolini 1899-1904: 74) and D. (D.)pallipes (Panzer, 1793) (Bargagli, 1873: 39; Costa 1883: 44): 
probably all of them originate from incorrect identifications of D. (D.) imperialis. 

Danacea (Danacea) cusanensis (Costa, 1847a) (Bargagli, 1873: 39; Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; Luigioni 1929: 
634; Porta 1929: 111): probably a misidentification of an Allodanacaea species; D. (D.) cusanensis is 
endemic of mainland Italy (Liberti 2007c). 

Danacea (Danacea) murina (Kiister, 1850) (Bargagli, 1873: 39; Costa 1883: 44; Bertolini 1899-1904: 74): 

probably misidentified with the closely related D. (D.) mitis. 

Danacea (Danacea) nigritarsis (Kiister, 1850) (Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; Luigioni 1929: 634; Porta 1929: 
112): probably misidentified with the closely related D. (D.) mitis or with females of D. (Allodanacaea) 
picicornis group. 

Enicopuspilosus (Scopoli, 1763) (Luigioni 1929: 625; Porta 1929: 116) and E. armatus (Lucas, 1846) 
(Baudi di Selve 1873b: 247; Bertolini 1899-1904: 73): the author has not yet seen any Enicopus Stephens 
species from Sardinia and Corsica and it is considered reasonable to exclude this genus from the Sardinian 
fauna. 

Dasytes (Hypodasytes) algiricus Lucas, 1846 (Costa 1883: 44) and D. (H.) metallicus (Fabricius, 1792) 
(Bertolini 1899-1904: 73): both of these records almost certainly originated from confusion with the very 
similar D. (H.) coerulescens. 
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Dasytes (Mesodasytes) plumbeus (O.F. Muller, 1776) (Bargagli, 1873: 38, as D.flavipes Fabricius; Costa 
1883: 44; Luigioni 1929: 631; Porta 1929: 121): this species is very common all over Europe, is present in 
Corsica (Liberti 2004a) and could reasonably occur also in Sardinia. Flowever, the author has never seen it 
from the island and three similar species - D. (Mesodasytes ) iteratus, D. (M .) croceipes, D. (M.) 
nigroaeneus - are rather common in Sardinia making misidentifications likely. 

Dasytes ( Mesodasytes ) virens (Marsham, 1802) (Costa 1883: 44; Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Luigioni 1929: 
630; Porta 1929: 121, all as D.flavipes Olivier, 1790): these records probably originate from a 
misidentification. The species is common in northern Italy and the southernmost locality known until now 
is in Abruzzi (Liberti 2004a). It has never been seen from Corsica or Sardinia by the author. 

Dasytes ( Metadasytes ) fusculus (Illiger, 1801) (Bargagli, 1873: 38; Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Porta 1929: 
121): a rare species from central-eastern Europe and central Asia, very rare in the Alps (Liberti 2004a). It 
is certainly absent from Sardinia. 

Dasytes ( Anthoxenus ) griseus Kuster, 1849 (Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Luigioni 1929: 630): a species, 
described from Dalmatia (Croatia), probably a synonym o f D. ( Anthoxenus ) subaeneus Schonherr, 1817 
(Liberti, unpublished) which is missing in Sardinia. It was also misidentified by Mulsant and Rey (1868): 
the species they thought to be D. griseus actually is D. tristiculus Mulsant & Rey, 1868, rather common in 
Corsica (Liberti 2004a) but not yet found in Sardinia. 

Divales haemorrhoidalis (Fabricius, 1798) (Bargagli, 1873: 38; Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Luigioni 1929: 
627): a species from southern Spain and North Africa (Majer 1984), the presence of which in Sardinia is 
not impossible, even though the author has never seen it from any Italian region. 

Divales bipustulatus (Fabricius, 1781) (Bargagli, 1873: 38; Luigioni 1929: 627): again a species known from 
Corsica (Liberti 2004b), which could be present in Sardinia but has never been recorded by the author. 

Psilothrix melanostoma (Brulle, 1832) (Bargagli, 1873: 38; Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Porta 1929: 123) and P. 
smaragdina (Lucas, 1846) (Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Porta 1929: 123): both these names probably refer 
to the wingless form of P. aureola, which is actually present in Sardinia (see below). 

Psilothrix illustris (Wollaston, 1854) (Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Porta 1929: 123): a Macaronesian species 
(Canary islands, Madeira Archipelago) marginally present in westernmost Europe (Portugal, Spain) and 
North-West Africa (eastern Morocco) (Schilsky 1894b: 47; Kocher 1956: 66). It has never been seen in 
Sardinia by the author. 

Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus) basalis (Kuster, 1849) (Baudi di Selve 1873b: 249; Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; 
Porta 1929: 126): a Balkan species (Liberti 2004b; Mayor 2007b), likely to have been confused with the 
similar^. (A.) cribricollis. Two specimens, labelled “Corsica - Reitter”, are in MCSNM: this is without a 
doubt a locality mistake. 

Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) chlorosoma (Lucas, 1846) (Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; Porta 1929: 126): a North 
African species (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 57; Mayor 2007b) never seen from Sardinia. 

Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus ) cylindricus Kiesenwetter, 1863 (Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Luigioni 1929: 626; 
Porta 1929: 125): a species living in the south of France close to the seaside (Liberti 1995a; Constantin 
2007); the very similar A. (A.) angelinii Liberti, 1995 lives in peninsular Italy (Liberti & Zinetti 2009: 46): 
although its presence in Sardinia would not be unreasonable, it has never been seen from the island by the 
author. 

Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) impressus (Marsham, 1802) (Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Luigioni 1929: 626; Porta 
1929: 125, all as A. pini Redtenbacher, 1849): a West-European species (France, Spain, England) 
marginally present in Italy in the Alps (Liberti 1995a); probably confused with A. (A.) rufomarginatus. 

Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) marginatus Rottenberg, 1870 (Baudi di Selve 1873b: 250): this species was 
described from Sicily and has been recently found in Greece (Liberti & Zinetti 2009: 49); it is rather 
similar to A. (A.) rufomarginatus, which actually lives in Sardinia: Baudi’s record is undoubtedly based on 
a misidentification. 

Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus) nigricornis (Fabricius, 1792) (Bargagli, 1873: 39; Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; 
Luigioni 1929: 626; Porta 1929: 125): given its wide European distribution (Liberti 1995a; Constantin 
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2007) its presence in Sardinia and Corsica would not be impossible, but it has never been seen by the 
author from these islands: the confusion probably originated from its similarity with A. (A.) 
rufomarginatus and/or A. ( Aplocnemus ) koziorowiczi Desbrochers de Loges, 1870; the latter is absent 
from Sardinia but can be found, although rarely, in Corsica (Liberti 1995a). 

Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) pectinicornis Lucas, 1846 (Costa 1883: 44, as Haplochnemus pectinicornis 
Luc.): this species was originally described from Algeria, has never been redescribed and is still little 
known (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 56 [note]). No doubt it is a spelling mistake of Costa for A. pectinatus. 

Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) trinacriensis Ragusa, 1872 (Luigioni 1929: 626): a Sicilian and North African 
species (Liberti 1995a) never seen by the author from Sardinia. 

Aplocnemus (Diplambe) abietum Kiesenwetter, 1859 (Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; Porta 1929: 124): a Balkan 
species, never reliably recorded from Italy (c/ Liberti 2004b; Mayor 2007b) and never seen from Sardinia 
by the author. 

Aplocnemus ( Diplambe ) crenicollis Kiesenwetter, 1863 (Baudi di Selve 1873b: 249; Bertolini 1899-1904: 
74; Luigioni 1929: 625): a Sicilian and North African species (Liberti 1995a) close to A. (D.) duplicatus 
and never seen from Sardinia by the author. 

Aplocnemus ( Diplambe ) montivagus (Rosenhauer, 1856) (Bargagli, 1873: 39; Bertolini 1899-1904: 74; 
Porta 1929: 124): a Spanish species (Constantin 2005) never seen from Sardinia by the author. 

Amauronia subaenea Westwood, 1839 (Bertolini 1899-1904: 74): an uncommon species described from 
Kerkyra island (Greece) and living in the Balkans south of Belgrade (Majer 1997: 372), very likely absent 
from Sardinia. 

Pseudoamauronia danacaeoides (Reitter, 1885) (Luigioni 1929: 632; Porta 1929: 129, both as Amauronia 
danacaeoides ): a rather uncommon species living in the southern Balkans (Greece) (Majer 1997: 382), 
very likely absent from Sardinia. 


Dasytidae: family description and identification keys 

The following description is based on the Italian Dasytidae only, with special reference to the Sardinian ones. 
Body shape elongated, rather depressed or normally convex, more or less covered with hairs (setae, thin 
pubescence, scale-like hairs or combinations of the three); integuments often rather soft, frequently black 
(sometimes with red spots), brown or green (shiny or matt) or covered with green-yellow, short and thick hairs 
that resemble scales and give their colour to the body surface. Dorsal body surface (head, pronotum and 
elytra) variously punctured, weakly striated or otherwise impressed (in the Malachiidae and Prionoceridae 
they are smooth and in the Melyridae heavily sculptured). 

Antenna filiform ( Dasytes, Psilothrix, Dolichosoma ), gradually widened to weakly clubbed ( Danacea ), 
short and serrate ( Divales and some Dasytes, for instance D.flavescens ) or serrate to pectinate ( Aplocnemus ). 
In Acanthocnemus nigricans the antenna is distinctly clubbed (in the Melyridae it is short and serrated as in 
Divales', in Sardinian Malachiidae and in Lobonyx (Prionoceridae) it is filiform). 

Lateral sides of thorax free from defensive extrudable vesicles typical of the Malachiidae, hind coxa more 
or less perpendicular to sagittal plane of body (oblique in the Malachiidae). Legs usually rather long and thin 
with simple tibiae and femora; pro-, meso- and metatarsi each consisting of 5 segments: claws showing 
important characters at the genus level as reported in the identification keys. 

Size generally rather small: body length ranging between 2.5 (in some Allodanacaea) and 7 mm (in some 
large specimens of Aplocnemus pectinatus and Psilothrix viridicoerulea ). 


Key to the Sardinian genera and species of Dasytidae 

For ease of use, the following keys are based on external characters only. Sometimes, mainly for 
Allodanacaea, dissection of male genitalia is necessary for identification: for these, as well as for several 
other species, a drawing of the median lobe of aedeagus is provided to help identification. 
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Key to genera 


1. Last tarsal segments of all legs fitted with 2 claws and 2 evident pulvilla (membrane appendages independent from 

claws). Aplocnemus 

Last tarsal segment of all legs fitted with 1 or 2 claws (which may have a membranous tooth or expansion) but no 
pulvilla.2 

2. Last tarsal segment with 1 claw only (the second one looking like a short, chunky appendage). Dorsal body surface 

without setae but covered with short, green, grey-green or yellowish scale-like hairs, covering and hiding back¬ 
ground surface to a good extent. Danacea 

Last tarsal segments with 2 claws. Dorsal body surface usually without scale-like hairs (present, although sparse, in 
genus Dolichosoma only) but always with upright setae, more or less abundant, at least on head and at elytral 
apex.3 

3. Prothorax narrow, much longer than wide. Habitus very narrow, grey-green in colour and elytra with a grey scale¬ 

like pubescence. A few upright setae only on head and at elytral apex (and, sometimes, on pronotum).. Dolichosoma 
Prothorax at most slightly longer than wide, but usually wider than long or approximately square. Dorsal body sur¬ 
face black, black with red spots, yellow-brown or bright green, without any scale-like pubescence and entirely cov¬ 
ered with setae and/or normal, thin pubescence.4 

4. Body surface entirely bright green with metallic reflexes. Elytral surface rough. Psilothrix 

Body surface (apart from antennae and legs) entirely black, or black with red spots {Divales), or yellowish or 
bicoloured yellowish-brown ( Dasytes flavescens) but never bright green. Elytral surface rather smooth and/or 
slightly punctured.5 

5. Dorsal body surface black, yellowish or bicoloured yellowish-brown. If body black, antennae filiform with all seg¬ 
ments longer than wide (or, mainly in females, intermediate segments can be more or less square-shaped). If body 

yellowish or bicoloured yellowish-brown, antennae short and serrate. Dasytes 

Dorsal body surface black, usually with two small orange-red spots on elytron. However, in this genus elytral colour 
pattern is very variable and orange-red spots can be either merged in a band, more or less evident or lacking alto¬ 
gether. Antenna short and serrate, all segments being much wider than long. Divales [1 sp.: D. cinctus] 


Genus Danacea Laporte de Castelnau 

Danacea has been split (Liberti 1985) into two subgenera, Danacea and Allodanacaea, that mainly differ in 
the position of the median lobe’s apical orifice: ventral in Danacea {Danacea) and dorsal (thus conforming to 
the other Dasytidae, see for instance Figs 1 and 5) in D. {Allodanacaea)', differences in the external 
morphology are reported in the identification key below. The Danacea s. str. were split by Schilsky (1897a) 
into four groups (see also Liberti 1989), based on the hair pattern on the disc; these groups are only used to 
help identification and bear little systematic meaning. In Sardinia only groups 1, 2 and 4 can be found (see key 
below). 

The genus includes 12 taxa in Sardinia, 10 of which strictly endemic and 2 Sardo-Corsican. Species 
identification is not easy particularly in subgenus Allodanacaea, where dissection can be necessary. The 
definition of some terms is useful to work through the key: 

disc: the central area of pronotum, easily and immediately seen when looking at the insect from above; 
hairs: in Danacea, hairs are intermediate between setae and scales, rather short and thick, green, grey- 
green or yellowish. They cover the whole body and hide, to a good extent, the colour of the underlying 
integuments, which are usually dark green to blackish; the pattern made by such hairs on the disc of 
pronotum is a character widely used for indentification; 

ornate elytra: in Danacea the elytra are usually uniformly covered with hairs; however in certain species, 
specimens or entire populations show elytral patterns of differently coloured hairs (for instance green and 
white) and/or symmetrically arranged naked areas. The presence of individuals with ornate elytra is 
frequent in some group 1 species (see below), although it has little systematic meaning, as it is rather 
common to find both pure populations (i.e. populations where all the individuals have either normal or 
ornate elytra) and mixed ones. Ornate elytra can also be found in some group 3 species, not found in the 
Sardinian fauna. 
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Key to species of subgenus Danacea 


1. Discal hairs all parallel and directed forwards (group 1). Elytron sometimes ornate. Length 3.0-4.4 mm. Very com¬ 
mon throughout the whole island. imperialis 

Discal hairs with a different pattern. Elytron never ornate.2 

2. 6 th and 8 th antennal segments about as large as 5 th , 7 th and 9 th segments: antenna appearing as gradually and slightly 

broadening from base to apex.3 

6 th and 8"’ antennal segments smaller than 5 th , 7 th and 9 th segments: antennae appearing as longer, thinner and sud¬ 
denly broadening; last three antennal segments (9 th , 10 th and 11 th ) forming a weak club. see Allodanacaea 

3. Nearly all discal hairs directed forwards, but in a rather small area close to anterior edge of pronotum (i.e. close to 

head) where hairs are directed backwards (group 2).4 

Discal hair pattern with a crosswise confluence line resulting from anterior hairs directed backwards and posterior 
ones directed forwards (group 4); some D. (Allodanacaea) species show this same pronotal character, but the 
antenna has a different structure (see couplet 2 above). Length 3.4-4.7 mm. mitis 

4. Body surface rather shiny. Head large with small eye and long temple. Hind trochanter of male with a small tooth. 
Femora darker than tibiae. Anterior area of pronotum with a narrow backwards oriented patch of hairs, both in male 

and female. Length 3.5-4.5 mm. Corsica 

Body surface dull. Head of normal size with rather large eye and short temple. Hind trochanter of male without a 
tooth. Femora and tibiae of same yellowish or reddish colour. Anterior area of pronotum, with backwards oriented 
hairs, wider and less well defined, mainly in female.5 

5. Elytral apex, in lateral view, sloping down rather steeply (Fig. 3). Length 2.7-4.0 mm. Common in Sardinia but 

absent in the Iglesias area. sardoa sardoa 

Elytral apex, in lateral view, sloping down more gently and extended in an incipient concavity (Fig. 4). Length 

3.3-4.0 mm. Replaces ssp. sardoa in the Iglesias and Monte Linas area, where it is common. 

. sardoa declivis 


Key to species of subgenus Allodanacaea Liberti 

Allodanacaea species are rather homogeneous and their identification may require dissection of male 
genitalia. Females of the picicornis- group are difficult or even impossible to identify. Two separate keys for 
males and females are proposed. The overall body length, supplied only in the key to males, applies also to 
females. 


1. Body shape parallel, elytron not widened in apical third.A - Males 

Body shape slightly enlarged posteriorly, elytron slightly but distinctly widened in apical third.B - Females 


A - Males 

1. Elytron rather long, more than twice as long as wide. Head restricted behind eye, with long temple. 1 st segment of 


hind tarsus shorter than 2 nd . Femora sturdy and blackish, darker than tibiae. Length 2.6-3.6 mm. nympha 

Elytron less than twice as long as wide. Head normal, temple short. 1 st segment of hind tarsus as long as or longer 

than 2" d . Femora normal and usually pale, same colour as tibiae (a rather variable character).2 

2. 1 st segment of hind tarsus longer than 2 nd .3 


1 st segment of hind tarsus about as long as 2 nd . picicornis picicornis (length: 2.7-3.3 mm) 

. picicornissupramontana (length: 2.7-3.3 mm) 

. sulcitana (length: 2.4-3.0 mm) 

[Dissection of male genitalia is necessary to identify these taxa: see Figs 8, 10-11] 

3. 1 st segment of mid tarsus very long, more than twice as long as 2 nd . Length 2.5-3.0 mm. gorditana 


1 st segment of mid tarsus only slightly longer than 2 nd .4 

4. Elytra jointly rounded off at apex. Length 2.7-2.8 mm. oreas 

Elytra separately rounded off at apex. Length 2.4-2.6 mm. milleri 
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B - Females 


1. Femora sturdy and blackish, darker than tibiae. 1 st segment of hind tarsus shorter than 2 nd . Body size often smaller 


than in male. nympha 

Femora normal, pale, same colour as tibiae. 1 st segment of hind tarsus as long as or longer than 2 nd .2 

2. 1 st segment of hind tarsus longer than 2 nd . Elytral suture with a small apical tooth. Body size often smaller than in 

male. gorditana 

1 st segment of hind tarsus about as long as 2 nd . Elytral suture with or without a small apical tooth.3 

3. Elytral suture with a small apical tooth, apical angle acute. oreas 

Elytral suture simple at apex, apex right-angled.4 

4. Pronotal hairs on disc forming just a short convergent crosswise line in the middle . milleri 


Pronotal hairs on disc forming a long convergent crosswise line, almost reaching from side to side (as in the group 4 

Danacea described above). picicomis picicornis 

. picicornis supramontana 

. sulci tan a 


Key to species of genus Dasytes Paykull 

Dasytes has been divided into five subgenera (see Liberti 2004a); in Sardinia it is represented by 8 species 

belonging to the following subgenera: Dasytes, Hypodasytes and Mesodasytes. 

Dasytes flavescens and D. pauperculus have possibly been improperly placed in Dasytes {Dasytes), as this 

subgenus has been provisionally used as a “container” for species of doubtful affiliation (see Liberti 2004a). 

1. Body colour yellow to brown (sometimes bicoloured yellow and brown) but never black; dull, with no metallic 
reflexions; antennal segments short and compressed (character more evident in females); sexual dimorphism 

reduced; length about 3 mm. D. {D.) flavescens 

Body colour black (excluding legs and antenna which can be yellowish or reddish in part); rather bright and, some¬ 
times, with metallic reflexions; antennal segments longer than wide or, mainly in female, more or less square¬ 
shaped; evident sexual dimorphism (male with longer and thinner antenna and parallel body shape).2 

2. All antennal segments with long setae (character most evident in male); male with 5 th antennal segment long, sub- 
trapezoidal; female elytral pubescence simple, only consisting of thin, pale and rather erect setae (no black, stiff 

ones); length: 3.0-3.5 mm. D. ( D.)pauperculus 

Only first 5-6 antennal segments with long setae; 5 th antennal segment of male either short or sub-triangular; female 
elytral pubescence double, consisting of both recumbent pubescence and black setae.3 

3. Pronotum flattened and very transverse, about twice as wide as long; completely black (legs included). Body larger, 

of wider shape: length 4.5-5 mm. D. {H.) coerulescens 

Pronotum normally convex, 1.0-1.5 times as wide as long. Legs and antenna may be yellow to reddish in part. Body 
smaller, of narrower shape: length 3.5-4.5 mm.4 

4. Female head, eye included, narrower than anterior edge of pronotum; eye small. Length 4-4.5 mm [the male of this 

species is unknown]. D. (subgen. ?). doderoi 

Female head, eye included, approximately as wide as anterior edge of pronotum, eye normal.5 

5. Legs entirely black; antenna black apart from 2 nd segment (sometimes reddish). Length 3.5-4.5 mm. 

. D. (M) aeneiventris 

Legs, and often also antenna, pale in part (yellowish or reddish).6 

6. Femora and antenna entirely black; tibiae reddish or yellowish, pronotum heavily punctured and rather dull on disc. 

Length 3.5^1 mm. D. (M.) nigroaeneus 

Basal half of femora yellow; first 3-4 antennal segments yellow; tibiae yellow, pronotum smooth and bright on disc. 
Length 3-4 mm. Although very similar, these two species clearly differ in the shape of the aedeagus (Figs 12-13) 

.D. ( M .) croceipes 

. D. (M.) iteratus 


Key to species of genus Dolichosoma Stephens 

1. Elytron with weak longitudinal striae and a sharp apex. Pronotum usually without black setae laterally. Length 
4.0-6.0 mm. lineare 
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Elytron without visible striae and with a rounded apex. Pronotum usually with some (5-10) black setae laterally. 
Length 4.0-5.8 mm. simile 


Key to species of genus Psilothrix Redtenbacher 

1. Male 7 th sternite (5 th visible) very deeply emarginated on posterior edge. Pronotum longer than wide. Wingless (actu¬ 
ally brachypterous), showing elytral modifications often associated with loss of wings: lack of humeral callous, 

elytron narrow at base and widened in apical third (in female only). Length 4.0-5.5 mm. protensa 

Male 7 th sternite straight or only slightly emarginated on posterior edge. Pronotum wider than long. Wing may or 
may not be present.2 

2. Pygidium (last male tergite) with a deep U-shaped notch (Fig. 22). This species can be winged or brachypterous: 
only the brachypterous form is known from Sardinia, but it does not show the elytral modifications often associated 
with loss of wings (i.e. humeral callous normally developed, female elytron normally widened posteriorly). Small 

size: length 4.0-4.5 mm. aureola 

Pygidium (last male tergite) showing a deep but small V-shaped notch (Fig. 23). Winged. Larger size: length 4.8 to 
6.6 mm. viridicoerulea 


Key to species of genus Aplocnemus Stephens 

1. Basal half of elytral edge, in lateral view, clearly double; pronotum very convex both crosswise and lengthwise 

(from base to front) (subgenus Diplambe) .2 

Elytral edge, in lateral view, simple; pronotum more or less convex crosswise but rather flat lengthwise (subgenus 
Aplocnemus) .3 

2. Body surface shiny black, elytral punctuation deeply impressed; male antenna pectinate. Length 4.5-5.0 mm. 

. duplicatus 

Body surface dark brown, rather dull; elytral punctuation less impressed: male antenna serrate. Length 5.0-5.5 mm 
. januaventi 

3. Pronotum not particularly convex (crosswise), front edge straight with lateral anterior angles well visible; head (eye 

included) narrower than anterior edge of pronotum.4 

Pronotum very convex (crosswise), anterior edge rounded with lateral anterior angles not well defined; head (eye 
included) about as wide as anterior edge of pronotum.5 

4. Margins of pronotum and elytron reddish; antenna weakly serrate; antennal segments 4-11 short in both sexes, about 

as long as wide. Length 4.5-4.7 mm. rufomarginatus 

Margins of pronotum and elytron not as above; antenna serrate in female and almost pectinate in male; antennal seg¬ 
ments 4-11 longer (female) or much longer (male) than wide. Length 5.3-6.7 mm. jejunus 

5. Male antenna pectinate, female antenna serrate; elytral pubescence pale brown. Large size: length 4.5-5.5 mm. 

. pectinatus 

Male and female antenna serrate; elytral pubescence dark brown to black. Smaller size: length 3.5-4.0 mm. 

. cribricollis 


Annoted catalogue 

Danacea ( Danacea ) Corsica Kiesenwetter, 1871 

Danacea Corsica Kiesenwetter, 1871: 86 (Loc. typ. Corsica); Baudi di Selve 1873b: 251; Schilsky 1897a: nr. 33; 
Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 221; Porta 1929: 110; Pic 1937: 8; Liberti 1989: 287; *Constantin & Liberti 2006: 
376. 

= Danacea Corsica var. luteipes Schilsky, 1897a: 33 (Constantin & Liberti 2006: 376). 

Material examined. Olbia-Tempio prov. : *Aglientu, 1995 (CAN). Nuoro prov. : *Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CCA, 
CCR, CLI). 

Chorotype. Sardo-Corsican. Affinities u nk nown. 

Notes. This species is well characterized and easily recognizable. It is rather common all over Corsica and 
often found on blossoming Cistus bushes. Already reported from Sardinia (Baudi di Selve 1873b; Bertolini 
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1899-1904; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908; Constantin & Liberti 2006), where it appears uncommon and 
localized. 


Danacea ( Danacea ) imperialis (Gene, 1836) 

Dasytes imperialis Gene, 1836: 20, pi. I, fig. 11 (Loc. typ. “prope Iglesias”, Sardinia); Schilsky 1897a: nr. 13; Porta 
1929: 109; Pic 1937: 10; *Liberti 1979: 40. 

= Danacaea mitis Kiister sensu Prochazka 1894: 12 (Schilsky 1897a: nr. 13). 

= Danacaea distincta var. solarii Pic, 1895c: 122 (Liberti 1979: 40). 

= Danacaea imperialis var. + versicolor Schilsky, 1897a: 13 (Loc. typ. Sardinia) (Mayor 2007a). 

= Danacaea imperialis var. uniformis Schilsky, 1897a :13 (Loc. typ. Sardinia) (Mayor 2007a). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Alghero, 1998 (CME); Argentiera, 1992 (CME); Isola Asinara, 1904 
(MCSNG); Isola Piana di Capo Caccia, 1987 (MCSNG); Lago Baratz, 1995 (CAN); Mores, y-? (NMBA); 
Nulvi, 1974 (CFR); Osilo, 1974 (CFR); Ozieri, y-? (NMBA); Platamona Lido, 1974 (CFR); Ploaghe, 1909 
(CBI); Ponte di Caitta, 2001 (CLI); Sassari, y-? (MCSNM); Stagno di Pilo, 1974 (CLI); Stintino, 1974 (CFR). 
Olbia-Tempio prov. : Aggius, 1995 (CMG); Aglientu, 1995 (CAN); Ala dei Sardi, 1907 (CBI); Figaruia, 2003 
(CRO); Isola Caprera, 1984 (MSNUF); Isola Maddalena, 1993 (CME); Isola Santo Stefano, 1994 (CME); 
Isole di li Nibani, 1986 (MCSNG); Monte Limbara, 1995 (CAN, CLI); Oschiri, 1995 (CAN); Padrogiano, 
1995 (CAN); Tempio Pausania, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG, NMBA). Nuoro prov. : Altopiano della Campeda, y-? 
(NMBA); Arcu Guddetorgiu, 1995 (CAN); *Aritzo, 1998 (CME, MCSNM, NMBA); Belvi, 1995 (CAN); 
Bruncu Spina, 2003 (CAN, CLI, CME, CMO, CPN); Cala Gonone, 1980 (CFR); Cantoniera di Sant’Anna, 
2008 (CNBFVR); Cantoniera Guzzurra, 1995 (CAN); Oliena, San Giovanni, 1995 (CAN); Desulo, 2008 
(CAN, CNBFVR); Dorgali, 1995 (CAN, CFR, CME, MCSNG, NMBA,); Flumineddu a Monte Novo, 1983 
(MCSNG); Fonni, 1999 (CLI, CME); Funtana Bona, 1983 (MCSNG); Gadoni, 2008 (CNBFVR); Galtelli, 
1995 (CAN); Irgoli, 1977 (CME); Lago di Gusana, 1995 (CAN); Lode, 1978 (MCSNG); Lula, 2008 (CAN, 
CBI, CNBFVR); *Macomer, 1936 (CMA, MCSNM, MNHU, MSNUF, NMBA,); Mamoiada, 1976 (CPO); 
Monte Albo, 1997 (CBA, CME, MCSNG); Monte Novo San Giovanni, 1983 (MCSNG); Monte Ortobene, 
1920 (MCSNG); Monte Spada, 2003 (CLI); Monte d'Iscudu, 2003 (CLI); Nuoro, 1920 (MCSNG); Orgosolo, 
2003 (CAN, MCSNG); Orune, 1976 (CPO); Pratobello, 1995 (CAN); Punta Cupetti, 1995 (CAN); Sorgono, 
y-? (NMBA). Oristano prov. : Asuni, y-? (MCSNG, NMBA); Badde Urbara, 1987 (SMNS); Bauladu, 1995 
(CAN); Laconi, 1995 (CAN, CME, CSA, MCSNG); Monte Ferru, 1979 (CML); Oristano, y-? (NMBA); 
Senis, y-? (NMBA); San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 1983 (CLI). Ogliastra prov. : Gairo Taquisara, 1992 
(CME); Genna Silana, 1980 (CFR); Monte Perda Liana, 2008 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); Monte Tonneri, 2008 
(CNBFVR); *Seui, 2001 (CFA, CLI, CME, MCSNM, NMBA), Talana, 2008 (CNBFVR). Medio Campidano 
prov. : Arbus, 1995 (CAN); Giara di Gesturi, 1999 (CME); Gonnosfanadiga, 2006 (CFA, CMG, CNBFVR); 
Monte Linas, 1995 (CME); Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 2003 (CPA); Serramanna, 1944 (MCSNV); Villacidro, 
2006 (CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Carloforte, 1912 (MCSNG); Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); 
Iglesias, 2006 (CNBFVR); Monti Marganai, 2005 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2000 (CME); sa Duchessa, 2006 
(CNBFVR); Tempio di Antas, 1999 (CME). Cagliari prov. : *Cagliari, y-o (MCSNM, NMBA); Cantoniera 
Campu Omu, 1998 (CLI, CME); Colle della Campanasissa, y-r (CFO); Esterzili, 1994 (CME); Flumini, y-? 
(NMBA); Isola Seipentara, 1988 (MCSNG); Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN, CME); Nurri, 2001 (CFA); 
Porto di Teulada, 1999 (CME); Quirra, 1992 (CLI, CME); *Sadali, 2008 (CNBFVR, CPN, MCSNG, 
MCSNM, MNHU); San Gregorio, 1985 (CLI); Seulo, 2008 (CNBFVR); Soleminis, 1983 (CFO); Stagno di 
Simbirizzi, 1983 (CFO); Teulada, 1912 (MCSNG); Uta, 1989 (CME); Villanovatulo, 1994 (CME). 

Chorotype. Strict Sardinian endemic. Affinities: several similar species can be found in the Central 
Mediterranean area, sometimes with ranges which are small and even limited to just one island, e.g. D. 
trinacriae Liberti, 1979, limited to Sicily, and D. eludens Liberti & Schembri, 2002, a Maltese endemic. 
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Notes. The two varieties described by Schilsky (1897a: nr. 13), var. versicolor and var. uniformis, differ 
from the nominotypical form only by the colour and pattern of elytral hairs. Populations with ornate elytra and 
showing a rather strong variability often occur, and no other species with a group 1 pronotal hair pattern occur 
in Sardinia. For these reasons, these two varieties are deemed to have infrasubspecific value. 

Danacaea imperialis is rather variable in size and hair coverage (specimens with ornate elytra are 
common), as well as in the shape of aedeagus. It is easily recognized because the pronotal hairs are all parallel 
and pointing forwards. Very common all over the island and often collected in large series, it can be found in 
spring on flowers, for instance of Crataegus and Erica. 


Danacea ( Danacea ) mitis (Kiister, 1850) 

Cosmiocomus mitis Kiister, 1850: nr. 11 (Loc. typ. Ussana, Sardinia); Porta 1929: 112; Pic 1937: 13; *Liberti 1984: 
177. 

= Danacaea laevicollis Baudi di Selve, 1873a: 313 (Liberti 1984: 177). 

Material examined. Olbia-Tempio prov. : Isola Maddalena, 1987 (CSA); Isola Molara, 1989 (MCSNG); Isola 
Santo Stefano, 1989 (MCSNG); *Isola Tavolara, 1966 (MCSNM); Monte Limbara, 2004 (CCR). Nuoro prov. : 
Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CCA, CCR, CLI, CME); Cala Gonone, 1983 (CFR, CLI); *Dorgali, 1983 (CBI, CLI, 
NMBA); Fonni, 2003 (CLI, CME); Gadoni, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Lode, 1978 (MCSNG); *Lula, 1912 (CBI); 
*Monte Albo, 2004 (CBI, CCR, CME); Monte d'lscudu, 2003 (CLI); *Monti del Gennargentu, 1957 
(MCSNM); Stazione Ortuabis, 1994 (CME). Oristano prov. : Laconi, 1995 (CME, MNHU). Ogliastra prov. : 
Monte Tonneri, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Seui, y-? (NMBA); Talana, 1863 (MNHU). Medio Campidano prov. : 
Giara di Gesturi, 1999 (CME); Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); Monte Linas, 1995 (CME); *Torre di 
Flumentorgiu, 1895 (MCSNM); Villacidro, 2006 (CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 
(CNBFVR); Iglesias, 2006 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2000 (CME). Cagliari prov. : Chia, 1995 (CAN); Monte dei 
Sette Fratelli, 1985 (CME); Nurri, 1983 (CLI); Quirra, 1992 (CME); *Sadali, 1901 (CBI); Siliqua, 1998 
(CME); Villagreca, 1994 (CME). 

Chorotype. A strict Sardinian endemic. Affinities unknown. 

Notes. The crosswise pronotal line—given by the confluence of hairs—is rather short and limited to the 
disc. Although it is the only species on the island belonging to group 4, antennal examination is also needed 
because some D. (Allodanacaea ) show the same pronotal hair pattern. Common all over the island. 


Danacea ( Danacea ) sardoa declivis Liberti, 1989 

(Figs 2, 4) 

Danacaea sardoa declivis *Liberti, 1989: 286 (Loc. typ. Gonnosfanadiga, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Medio Campidano prov. : *Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); Monte Linas, 1995 (CME); 
Villacidro, 2006 (CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); *Iglesias, 2006 
(CNBFVR, MNHU); sa Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR). 

Chorotype. See below under D. sardoa sardoa. This strictly Sardinian subspecies replaces the 
nominotypical one in the Monte Linas-Iglesias area, in the south-western part of the island. Affinities: see 
below under D. sardoa sardoa. 

Notes. Rather common throughout its small range, like other Danacea it lives on flowers, feeding on 
pollen, and has been collected in series. 
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FIGURES 1-11. Danacea spp. from Sardinia, scale bar: 0.5 mm. 1-2. Median lobe in lateral view. 1. Danacea ( D .) 
sardoa sardoa Kiesenwetter (San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes). 2. Danacea (D.) sardoa declivis Liberti (Gonnosfanadiga). 
3-4. Elytral apex in lateral view. 3. Danacea (D.) sardoa sardoa (Dorgali). 4. Danacea ( D.) sardoa declivis 
(Gonnosfanadiga). 5-11. Median lobe in lateral view. 5. Danacea {Allodanacaea) oreas Liberti (Gonnosfanadiga). 6. 
Danacea (A.) milleri Schilsky (Paduledda). 7. Danacea (A.) gorditana Liberti (paratype, Capo del Falcone). 8. Danacea 
(A.) sulcitana Liberti (Olia Speciosa). 9. Danacea (A.) nympha Liberti (Capo Caccia). 10. Danacea (A.) picicornis 
picicornis (Kiister) (Monti Marganai). 11. Danacea (A.) picicornis supramontana Liberti (Dorgali). 
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Danacea (Panacea) sardoa sardoa Kiesenwetter, 1871 

(Figs 1, 3) 

Danacaea sardoa Kiesenwetter, 1871: 86 (Loc. typ. Sardinia); Schilsky 1897a: nr. 37; Porta 1929: 111; Pic 1937: 
18; *Liberti 1989: 282 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Capo del Falcone, 2006 (CLI, CPN); *Isola Asmara, 1988 (MCSNG); 
Monte Pettenadu, 2001 (CPN); Sassari, y-? (MSNUF); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CPN). Olbia-Tempio 
prov. : Aglientu, 1995 (CAN); Golfo Aranci, 1995 (CAN); Isola Santa Maria, 1991 (CME); Isola Santo 
Stefano, 1994 (CME); La Maddalena, 1978 (MCSNV); *Monte Limbara, y-o (CBI); *Tempio Pausania, y-? 
(CBI, NMBA). Nuoro prov. : *Aritzo, 1994 (CME, MCSNM, NMBA); Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CCR, CLI, 
CME); Cantoniera Ortuabis, 1994 (CME ); Cantoniera di Sant'Anna, 2008 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); Desulo, 
2008 (CNBFVR); *Dorgali, 1983 (CLI, NMBA); *Fonni, 2003 (CLI, CME, MCSNG); Gadoni, 2008 
(CNBFVR); Galtelli, 1995 (CAN, CFR); Irgoli, 1977 (CME); *Lode, 1978 (MCSNG); *Lula, 2008 (CMBF, 
MCSNG); *Mamoiada, 1976 (MCSNG); *Monte Albo, 2004 (CCR, CME, MCSNG); *Monte Ortobene, 
1985 (CCL, MCSNG); Monte Spada, 2003 (CLI); Monte d'Iscudu, 2003 (CLI); *Nuoro, 1920 (MCSNG); 
Oliena, 1995 (CAN); Orgosolo, 1963 (MCSNG); Orune, 1899 (MSNUF). Oristano prov. : *Asuni, y-? 
(NMBA); Monte Ferru, 1987 (SMNS); Seneghe, 1987 (SMNS); *San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 1983 (CLI). 
Ogliastra prov. : Monte Perda Liana, 2008 (CNBFVR); Seui, 2001 (CFA, CME). Medio Campidano prov. : 
Giara di Gesturi, 1995 (CAN, CME). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Santadi, 1997 (CME). Cagliari prov. : Burcei, 
1987 (CME); *Cantoniera Campu Omu, 1985 (CLI); Capo Carbonara, 1998 (CME); Esterzili, 1994 (CME); 
Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN); *Nurri, 1983 (CLI); *01ia Speciosa, 1985 (CLI); Quartu Sant'Elena, y- 
? (CDO); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI); Sarrabus, 1885 (MNHU); Sarroch, 1985 (CME). 

Chorotype. Danacea (D.) sardoa is a Tyrrhenian species mainly present in the north: Corsica, Sardinia, 
Elba and Capraia islands; D. s. sardoa is a strict Sardinian endemic occurring all over the island except in the 
area occupied by D. s. declivis (see above). Affinities: Tyrrhenian: a third subspecies, D. s. mancinii Pic, 1927, 
occurs in the whole of Corsica and in the Tuscan Archipelago; a fourth one, D. s. renosensis Constantin & 
Liberti, 2006, is an altitudinal subspecies living on a high Corsican mountain (Constantin & Liberti 2006). A 
similar species, D. ligurica Liberti, 1984, occurs in eastern coastal Liguria (NW Italy). 

Notes. Rather common all over its distribution area, from sea level up to the top of Bruncu Spina 
mountain (1800 m); it has been sometimes found in series. 


Danacea (Allodanacaea) gorditana Liberti, 2007 

(Figs 7, 24) 

Danacea ( Allodanacaea ) gorditana *Liberti, 2007b: 5 (Loc. typ. Asinara Island, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Isola Asinara, “VII-VII. 1903, leg. S. Folchini”, 1 <S, 1 $ (holotype and 
allotype, MCSNG). Isola Asinara, “Cala d’Arena, 1.VII. 1987, leg. V. Vomero” 1 $ (CNBFVR). *Capo del 
Falcone “18.VI.2003, leg. G. Liberti”, 3 on blossoming Cist us sp. (paratypes, CLI). *Penisola di Stintino, 
“18.V.2006, leg. P. Ponel”, 2 S6, 1 ? on Daucus sp. (mixed up with approximatly 140 specimens of Danacea 
sardoa sardoa) (paratypes, CPN). 

Chorotype. Strict Sardinian endemic, limited to the north-western comer of the island in a very small area 
which includes Capo del Falcone and Asinara Island (Fig. 24). Affinities: Central Mediterranean; rather well 
characterized, it shows some relations (mainly in the aedeagal structure) with two D. (Allodanacaea) species: 
D. nympha, which occurs in the nearby Alghero area, and D. constantini Liberti, 1985, which is a strict 
Corsican endemic. 
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Notes. An apparently uncommon species, of which only the type specimens are known so far; it lives on 
flowers (e.g. Cistus, Daucus ), feeding on pollen. No other Allodanacaea species are known from the type 
locality of D. gorditana, but D. sardoa sardoa is common there and has been collected in numbers. 


Danacea (.Allodanacaea ) milleri Schilsky, 1897 

(Figs 6, 24) 

Danacaea milleri Schilsky, 1897a: nr. 49 (Loc. typ. Corsica ); Porta 1929: 111; Pic 1937: 13; *Liberti 1985: 347; 
Constantin & Liberti 2006: 390. 

Material examined. Olbia-Tempio prov. : Capo Testa, 2003 (CLI); *Golfo Aranci, y-o (CDO); Isola 
Mortorio, 1987 (CNBFVR); Isola Razzoli, 1987 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); Isola Rossa, 1995 (CPA); Isola Santo 
Stefano, 1989 (MCSNG); Isola Soffi, 1987 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); Isole le Camere, 1987 (MCSNG); *Lido di 
Pittulongu, 1983 (CLI); *Padrogiano, 1983 (CLI); Paduledda, 2003 (CLI); Santa Teresa di Gallura, 2003 
(CLI). Nuoro prov. : Aritzo, 1994 (CME); Bruncu Spina, 2003 (CLI); Cantoniera Berchida, 2004 (CCR); 
*Dorgali, 1983 (CLI); Fonni, 2003 (CLI); Monte Albo, 2004 (CCR); Rio Berchida, 2001 (CCR); Santa Lucia, 
2000 (CCR); *Siniscola, 1983 (CLI). Cagliari prov. : Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1998 (CME); *Quirra, 1985 
(CLI); Stazione di Sarcidano, 1994 (CME). 

Chorotype. A Sardo-Corsican endemic, the distribution area of which includes the eastern part of Corsica 
and the northern and western parts of Sardinia. Affinities: Central Mediterranean; the structure of the median 
lobe of aedeagus is rather similar to that of D. oreas. 

Notes. Like the majority of Allodanacaea species, it has a late spring and early summer appearance and is 
common on flowers of, e.g., Myrtus, Daucus and Achillea. First recorded for Sardinia by Strassen (1954). 


Danacea (Allodanacaea) nympha Liberti, 1985 

(Figs 9, 24) 

Danacaea ( Allodanacaea ) nympha *Liberti, 1985: 348 (Loc. typ. Capo Caccia, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Alghero, 1983 (CDO, CLI, MSNUF); *Capo Caccia, 1983 (CLI, 
MCSNG); Isola Piana di Capo Caccia, 1987 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CLI, CPN). 

Chorotype. A strict Sardinian endemic, limited to the north-west of the island; it has only been found 
between Alghero and Capo Caccia (Fig. 24). Affinities: Central Mediterranean; rather different from the other 
known Allodanacaea, it shows some relations (mainly in the aedeagal structure) with D. gorditana and the 
strictly Corsican D. constantini. 

Notes. This species has a really small range, where it is common or very common on flowers, even close 
to the seaside. Further investigations would be necessary to look for possible other species of Allodanacaea in 
the Nurra area (NW Sardinia) and to better understand the actual distribution of D. nympha and D. gorditana, 
both of which occur in the area with apparently non-overlapping ranges. 


Danacea ( Allodanacaea ) oreas Liberti, 1985 

(Figs 5, 24) 

Danacaea ( Allodanacaea ) oreas *Liberti, 1985: 350 (Loc. typ. Santu Lussurgiu, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Oristano prov. : *Abbasanta, 1983 (CLI); *San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 1983 (CLI, 
MCSNG). Medio Campidano prov. : *Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR). 
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Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Isola di San Pietro, 1987 (MCSNG); sa Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR). Cagliari prov. : 
Monte Orri, 1910 (MCSNM). 

Chorotype. Another strictly Sardinian Allodanacaea known so far only from the western side of the 
island (Fig. 24). Affinities: Central Mediterranean; not very far, in the median lobe structure, from D. milleri. 

Notes. Apparently uncommon and only known from a few localities, it has been found on wild carrot 
umbrellas (Daucus spp.) and on blossoming chestnuts. 


Danacea ( Allodanacaea)picicornispicicornis (Kiister, 1850) 

(Figs 10, 25) 

Cosmiocomus picicornis Kiister, 1850: nr. 18 (Loc. typ. Nurri, Sardinia); Porta 1929: 111; Pic 1937: 17; *Liberti 
1985: 353. 

= Danacaea misella Baudi di Selve, 1873a: 314 (Liberti 1985: 353). 

Material examined. Nuoro prov. : *Aritzo, 1911 (CDO). Oristano prov. : *Abbasanta, 1983 (CLI); *Oristano, 
1983 (CLI, MSNUF); *San Giovanni Sinis, 1983 (CLI); Stagno Sale Porcus, 1999 (MCSNG). Ogliastra prov. : 
Seui, 1994 (CME). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); Monti Marganai, 2006 
(CNBFVR). Cagliari prov. : *Assemini, y-? (CBI); Decimomannu, 1999 (CME); Giorgino, 1998 (CME); 
Maracalagonis, 1977 (CLI, CME); Monastir, 1991 (CME); *Nurri, 1983 (CLI); *Quartu Sant'Elena, 1976 
(CDO, CME); *Stagno di Simbirizzi, 1899 (MNHU). 

Chorotype. Sardinian. This species includes two subspecies: the nominotypical one lives in the central 
and southern parts of the island (Fig. 25). Affinities: Central Mediterranean; the median lobe structure is 
rather close to that of D. sulcitana. 

Notes. Common on flowers (e.g. Daucus, Sambucus) in late spring and early summer. 


Danacea ( Allodanacaea ) picicornis supramontana Liberti, 1985 

(Figs 11,25) 

Danacaea ( Allodanacaea)picicornis supramontana *Liberti, 1985: 354 (Loc. typ. Dorgali, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Olbia-Tempio prov. : *Golfo Aranci, y-? (CBI). Nuoro prov. : *Cala Gonone, 1983 (CFR, 
CLI, MCSNG); *Dorgali, 1983 (CBI, CDO, CLI, MCSNG, NMBA); *Lula, 1911 (CDO); Monte Albo, 2000 
(CCR); Oliena, 2000 (CCR); *Siniscola, 1983 (CLI). 

Chorotype. Sardinian. This subspecies has thus far only been found in N-E Sardinia, from the Olbia area 
to the Orosei Gulf (Fig. 25). 

Notes. Adults of this subspecies have the same habits as D. (A.) p. picicornis. 


Danacea ( Allodanacaea ) sulcitana Liberti, 1985 

(Figs 8, 26) 

Danacaea ( Allodanacaea ) sulcitana *Liberti 1985: 356 (Loc. typ. Gonnosfanadiga, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Alghero, 1983 (CLI); Sassari, y-a (MSNUF). Oristano prov. : *Laconi, y-? 
(MNHU). Medio Campidano prov. : * Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI, MCSNG); Monte Linas, 1994 (CME); 
Montevecchio, y-a (MSNUF); Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 1995 (CAN); *Torre di Flumentorgiu, 1897 
(MCSNM). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); *Iglesias, 1998 (CAN, CCO, CME); 
Isola La Vacca, 1988 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); Isola di San Pietro, 1987 (CNBFVR, MCSNG); *Isola di San 
Pietro, Carloforte, 1989 (CBI, CDO, MCSNG); Isola di Sant'Antioco, 1998 (CME); Isola di Sant'Antioco, 
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Cala Lunga, 1989 (MCSNG); *Isola di Sant’Antioco, Capo Sperone, 1978 (CLI); Monti Marganai, 2006 
(CNBFVR); Nebida, 2000 (CME). Cagliari prov. : *Cagliari, 1902 (CDO); Capo Carbonara, 1985 (CSA); 
Capoterra, 1997 (CME); Dolianova, 1995 (CME); Domus de Maria, 1989 (CSA); Isola Serpentara, 1988 
(MCSNG); Isola dei Cavoli, 1988 (MCSNG); Monte Arcosu, 2001 (CLI, CPN); Monte Sant'Elia, 1997 
(CME); Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1989 (CME); *01ia Speciosa, 1985 (CLI); Pula, 1992 (CME); Quartu 
Sant'Elena, 1991 (CME); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI); *San Gregorio, 1985 (CLI); San Nicolo Gerrei, 1992 (CME); 
Siliqua, 1997 (CME); Soleminis, 1983 (CFO); *Uta, 1985 (CLI); Villasimius, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. Sardinian; widespread in the south and also occurring along the west coast of the island (Fig. 
26). Affinities: Central Mediterranean, very close to D. (A.) picicornis. 

Notes. This is the most common Allodanacaea of the island, particularly in Cagliari province, and it is 
often collected in numbers. It is very similar to D. (A.) picicornis and cannot be distinguished from it by 
external characters only. It may well be a subspecies; it was given species ra nk only because its distribution 
area (Fig. 26) overlaps with that of D. (A.) picicornis picicornis (Fig. 25), even though the two taxa have not 
yet been collected together. 


Dasytes (Dasytes) flavescens Gene, 1839 

Dasytes flavescens Gene, 1839: 17, pi. II fig. 5 (Loc. typ. “prope Mandas”, Sardinia); Krister 1850: nr. 3; 
Kiesenwetter 1863: 632 footnote; Kiesenwetter 1871: 83; Baudi di Selve 1873a: 297, 309; Schilsky 1897b: nr. 
4, 34G; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 214; Porta 1929: 118; Pic 1937: 69; Fagniez 1946: 20, 23; Porta 1949: 214; 
Kocher 1956: 60; Sparacio 1997: 106; *Liberti 2004a: 284. 

= Dasytes posticus Solsky, 1868: 34 (Pic 1895b: 107; Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytiscus scutellaris Solsky, 1868: 34 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytes flavescens var. pectoralis Baudi di Selve, 1873a: 297 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytiscus rufotestaceus Reitter, 1889: 373 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytesparvulus Schilsky, 1894b: 32 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytes parvulus var. unicolor Schilsky, 1894b: 32 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytes posticus var. inapicalis Pic, 1894: 112 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytes flavescens var. biskrensis Pic, 1895a: 80 (Schilsky 1896: nr. 35: syn. of D. scutellaris Solsky, 1868). 

= Dasytes flavescens var. apicalis Ragusa, 1896: 72 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

= Dasytes posticus var. nigriceps Schilsky, 1896: 35 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 4). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Alghero, 1999 (CCR); Argentiera, 2003 (CLI); Sassari, y-a (MSNUF). 
Olbia-Tempio prov. : Oschiri, y-a (MSNUF). Oristano prov. : *Solarussa. 1975 (CME). Nuoro prov. : Cala 
Gonone, 1920 (MCSNG); Santa Lucia, 2004 (CCR). Medio Campidano prov. : Monte Anzeddu, 2006 
(CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Isola di Sant’Antioco, Cala Lunga, 1989 (MCSNG); *Isola di 
Sant’Antioco, Capo Sperone, 1978 (CLI); Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR). Cagliari prov. : *Assemini, 
1989 (CME); Capo Carbonara 1985 (MCSNG); Decimomannu, 1983 (CCA); Elmas, 1982 (CCA); 
*Geremeas, 1976 (CME); *Nurri, 1983 (CLI);*Quartu Sant'Elena, 1976 (CME); *Sarroch, 1978 (CME); 
*Uta, 1995 (CME); *Villaspeciosa, 1976 (CME). 

Chorotype. West-Mediterranean; living in North Africa, Malta and the whole of southern Italy, reaching 
Latium northwards (Liberti 2004a). Affinities unknown. 

Notes. This species is immediately recognizable by its small size, reduced sexual dimorphism and colour, 
which is variable from entirely yellow to entirely brown; in Sardinia it is often yellow with a brown pronotum 
and a brown triangular sutural spot at the base of the elytra. Common in early summer on flowers. 
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Dasytes ( Dasytes ) pauperculus Laporte de Castelnau, 1840 

Dasytespauperculus Laporte de Castelnau, 1840: 232 (Loc. typ. Lyon, France); Mulsant & Rey 1868: 142; Schilsky 
1897b: nr. 34V; Pic 1937: 80; *Liberti 2004a: 290. 

= Dasytes pilicornis Kiesenwetter, 1864: 388 (Kiesenwetter 1864: 388; Pic 1937: 80); Mulsant & Rey 1868: 137, 
138 pi. VII; Baudi di Selve 1873a: 310; Schilsky 1894a: 230; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 35; Schilsky 1897a: nr. 34R; 
Bertolini 1899-1904: 73; Pic 1903: 128; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 215; Fiori 1912: 131; Pic 1918: 5, 11, 12; 
Pic 1924a: 81, 87; Porta 1929: 120; Fagniez 1946 : 26; Horion 1953: 132. 

= Dasytes pilicornis var. mesmini Pic, 1908: 46 (Liberti 2004a: 290). 

= Aplocnemusponferradanus Pic, 1913: 105 (Constantin 2005: 229). 

Material examined. Nuoro prov. : *Orgosolo, 1995 (CAN). Medio Campidano prov. : *Giara di Gesturi, 1999 
(CME). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Monti Marganai, 2005 (CNBFVR). 

Chorotype. Euro-Mediterranean; found everywhere in Italy. Affinities unknown. 

Notes. Reported for Sardinia by Bertolini (1899-1904) and Sainte-Claire Deville (1908). It is easy to 
recognize by the small, rather short and flat shape with transverse pronotum and—in the male sex—by the 
long antennae fitted with long hairs on all segments. A rare species probably associated with oaks; it has been 
collected several times by passive breeding from oak branches and, mainly females, by flight interception 
traps (Liberti, unpublished data). In Sardinia and Sicily it seems to be less rare than elsewhere in Italy (Liberti, 
unpublished data). 


Dasytes ( Hypodasytes ) coerulescens Kiister, 1852 

Dasytes coerulescens Kiister, 1852: nr. 81 (Loc. typ. Sardinia); Kiesenwetter 1863: 633 [syn. of D. algiricus Lucas, 
1846]; Schilsky 1897a: nr.18, 34L; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 214; Porta 1929: 119; Pic 1937: 66; Fagniez 
1946: 23; *Liberti 2004a: 292. 

= Dasytes sardous Rosenhauer, 1856: 164 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 18). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Alghero, 1995 (CAN, CML); Ardara, 1994 (CMG); Argentiera, 1974 
(MCSNG); *Isola Asmara, 1988 (MCSNG); Lago Baratz, 1974 (MCSNG); Lago Bunnari, 1951 (MSNUF); 
Monte Pettenadu, 2001 (CPN); *Nulvi, 1974 (CFR); *Osilo, 1974 (CFR); *Ottava, 1964 (MCSNG); *Ozieri, 
1976 (CPO); *Pattada, 1972 (CSA); *Platamona Lido, 1974 (CFR, CLI); Porto Conte, 1985 (MSNUF); 
* Sassari, 1974 (CFR, MSNUF); Stagno di Casaraccio, 1974 (MCSNG); *Stagno di Pilo, 1995 (CAN, CLI, 
MCSNG); *Stintino, 2004 (CFR, CRO); *Tissi, 1964 (MCSNG); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CPN); 
*Tottubella, 1964 (MCSNG); *Tula, 1995 (CAN). Olbia-Tempio prov. : *Aglientu, 1995 (CAN); *Ala dei 
Sardi, 1976 (CPO); Arzachena, 1994 (CME); Bassacutena, 1993 (CME); *Cantoniera Pedredu, 2004 (CAN, 
CRO); Cantoniera Zuighe, 2005 (CLI); *Golfo Aranci, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG); Isola Rossa, 1995 (CPA); 
Lago del Coghinas, 1997 (CSL); Lido del Sole, 2005 (CLI); *Monte Limbara, 2004 (CAN, CCR, CSL); 
*01bia, 1976 (CLI, CPO, MCSNG); *Oschiri, 1976 (CPO); *Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN); *San Teodoro, 1995 
(CAN); *Telti, 1976 (CPO); *Tempio Pausania, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG). Nuoro prov. : *Aritzo, 1968 
(MCSNG); *Bolotana, 1995 (CAN); Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CCR); *Cala Gonone, 1980 (CFR); Cantoniera di 
Sant’Anna, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Cantoniera Guzzurra, 1995 (CAN); *Catena del Marghine, 1936 (MCSNG); 
*Dorgali, 1980 (CFR, MCSNG); *Fonni, 1920 (MCSNG); Gadoni, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Galtelli, 1995 (CAN, 
CFR); *Lula, 2008 (CAN, CNBFVR); *Macomer, 1975 (CME, MCSNG); *Monte Albo, 1976 (CCR, CPO); 
*Monte Ortobene, 1985 (CCL, MCSNG); *Monti del Gennargentu, 1957 (MCSNM); *Nuoro, 1920 
(MCSNG); Oliena, 1974 (MCSNG); *01iena, San Giovanni, 1995 (CAN); *Orgosolo, 1995 (CAN); Orune, 
1899 (MSNUF); *Ottana, 1995 (CAN); *Punta Cupetti, 1995 (CAN). Oristano prov. : *Asuni, y-? (MNHU), 
*Baratili San Pietro, 1987 (SMNS); *Bauladu, 1995 (CAN); Cabras, 2005 (CLI); *Laconi, 1995 (CAN); 
Oristano, 1914 (MSNUF); *Porto Mandriola, 1987 (SMNS); Putzu Idu, 1974 (MCSNG, MSNUF); *Riola 
Sardo, 1987 (MCSNG, SMNS); *Sedilo, 1995 (CAN); Soddi, 2003 (CPA); Stagno Sale Porcus, 2005 (CLI); 


358 • Zootava 2318 © 2009 Magnolia Press 


LIBERTI 










*Stagno di Cabras, 1995 (CAN, MSNUF); *Tadasuni, 1995 (CAN); Tharros, 2008 (CPA, CNBFVR). 
Ogliastra prov. : Monte Perda Liana, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Porto Santoru, 1936 (MCSNG); Villanova Strisaili, 
1974 (CMO). Medio Campidano prov. : Giara di Gesturi, 2001 (CAN, CLI); *Cantoniera Bidderdi, 1995 
(CAN); Capo Pecora, 2004 (CCR); Gonnosfanadiga, 2006 (CNBFVR); Marina di Arbus, 1974 (MCSNG); 
Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR); Montevecchio, 1974 (MCSNG, MSNUF); Porto Palma, 2003 (CPA); 
Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 2003 (CPA); *Torre dei Corsari, 1995 (CAN); *Villacidro, 2008 (CAN, CNBFVR). 
Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); Fluminimaggiore, 2003 (CPA); *Fontanamare, 1995 
(CAN); Mglesias, 1995 (CAN, MSNUF); Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2001 (CFA); sa 
Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR); Sant'Antioco, 1869 (MSNUF); Sant’Antioco, sa Scrocca Manna, 1988 
(MCSNG); Villaperuccio, 2004 (CCR). Cagliari prov. : *Cagliari, 1976 (CME, MCSNG , MSNUF); 
*Cantoniera Campu Omu, 1985 (CLI); Capoterra, 2000 (CFA); Chia, 2004 (CCR); *Elmas, 1975 (CME); 
*Foce del Flumendosa, 1995 (CAN); *Macchiareddu, 1985 (CLI); *Maracalagonis, 1975 (CME); Monte 
Arcosu, 2001 (CLI); *Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN, MSNUF); Nurri, 2001 (CFA); *01ia Speciosa, 
1985 (CLI); Pula, 2001 (CFA); *Quartu Sant'Elena, 1977 (CME); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI, MSNUF); Saline di 
Santa Gilla, 2001 (CFA); * Salto di Quirra, 1986 (CME); *San Gregorio, 1985 (CLI); *San Priamo, 1995 
(CAN); *San Simone di Cagliari, 1936 (MCSNG); Sarrabus, 1880 (MCSNG); Serdiana, 2001 (CFA); 
Soleminis, 1983 (CFO); *Stagno di Molentargius, 1994 (CMG, MCSNG, MSNUF); Stagno di Quartu, 1974 
(MCSNG); Stagno di Simbirizzi, 1983 (CFO); Teulada, y-? (MNF1U); *Uta, 1989 (CLI, CME); Vallermosa, 
2008 (CNBFVR); *Villaputzu, 1955 (CLI); *Villasimius, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. Central Mediterranean, present in the south of Corsica, Sardinia and North Africa (but not in 
Sicily) (Liberti 2004a: 292). Affinities: it is the Sardinian representative of a small group of species from 
North Africa, characterized by the robust tooth on the median male trochanter; the similar D. metallicus 
(Fabricius, 1792) is common in Sicily (Liberti 2004a: 291). 

Notes. This species is immediatly recognizable (see also D. aeneiventris below) by its entirely black 
colour, rather large size and very transverse pronotum. Very common in spring all over the island, on flowers 
in meadows. 


Dasytes ( Mesodasytes ) aeneiventris Kiister, 1850 
(Fig. 15) 

Dasytes aeneiventris Kiister, 1850: nr. 6 (Loc. typ. Italia); Kiesenwetter 1863: 640 footnote; Rottenberg 1870: 243; 
Kiesenwetter 1871: 83; Baudi di Selve 1873a: 310; Schilsky 1894a: 231, 232; Schilsky 1895: nr. 15; Schilsky 
1897b: nr. 34S; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 216; Porta 1929: 121; Pic 1937: 62; Fagniez 1946: 20, 26; Horion 
1953: 133; Kaszab 1955b: 114; Angelini 1991: 198; Constantin 1991: 404, 405; Sparacio 1997: 106; *Liberti 
2004a: 315. 

= Dasytes roberti Abeille de Perrin, 1907: xx (Liberti 2004a: 315). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Isola Asmara, 1988 (MCSNG); Monte Lerno, 1994 (CMG); *Nulvi, 
1974 (CFR); *Osilo, 1974 (CFR); *Ozieri, 1976 (CPO); *Platamona Lido, 1974 (CFR); Sassari, y-a 
(MSNUF); *Stintino, 1874 (CFR); *Torralba, 1974 (MCSNV); *Tula, 1995 (CAN). Olbia-Tempio prov. : 
Bassacutena, 1993 (CME); Berchidda, 1991 (CFO); *Cantoniera Pedredu, 1995 (CAN); *Isola Caprera, 1993 
(CME, MSNUF); *Monte Limbara, 1995 (CAN, CPA, MNHU); *Monti, 1991 (CFO, CPO); *01bia, y-? 
(NMBA); *Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN); *Telti, 1976 (CPO); *Tempio Pausania, 1995 (CAN, NMBA). Nuoro 
prov. : *Arcu Guddetorgiu, 1995 (CAN); *Aritzo, 1994 (CME); Badde Salighes, 2003 (MCSNG); *Belvi, 
1995 (CAN, CME); *Bolotana, 1995 (CAN); Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CCR, CLI, CMO, CPN); Cantoniera di 
Sant’Anna, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Cantoniera Ortuabis, 1994 (CME); *Desulo, 1995 (CAN); *Dorgali, 1991 
(CFR, CME); *Fonni, 1995 (CLI, CME, MCSNG); *Gadoni, 1890 (MNHU); *Galtelli, 1980 (CFR); *Lago 
di Gusana, 1995 (CAN); *Macomer, 1974 (MCSNG, NMBA); *Mamoiada, 1976 (CPO); Monte Albo, 1997 
(CME); *Monte Ortobene, 1985 (CCL, MCSNG, MCSNM); Monte Spada, 2003 (CLI); Monte d'Iscudu, 2003 
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(CLI); * Monti del Gennargentu, 1890 (MNHU); *Nuoro, 1980 (MCSNG); *01iena, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG); 
*01iena, San Giovanni, 1995 (CAN); *Orgosolo, 1995 (CAN); Ponte Guspene, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Sorgono, 
1912 (MNHU); Stazione Ortuabis, 1995 (CME). Oristano prov. : Abbasanta, 1993 (CML); *Laconi, 1995 
(CAN, CME); *Oristano, 1985 (MSNUF, NMBA); *Sedilo, 1995 (CAN); *San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 
1983 (CLI). Ogliastra prov. :Monte Tonneri, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Seui, 2001 (CFA, NMBA). Medio 
Campidano prov. : * Arbus, 1995 (CAN); *Cantoniera Bidderdi, 1995 (CAN); *Giara di Gesturi, 1999 (CAN, 
CME); *Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR); *Monte Linas, 1995 (CME); 
*Villacidro, 1991 (CME). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); *Fluminimaggiore, 1995 
(CME); Hglesias, 2006 (CAN, CME, CNBFVR, MNHU); Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); sa Duchessa, 
2006 (CNBFVR); Villaperuccio, 2004 (CCR). Cagliari prov. : *Cagliari, Monte Urpino, 1978 (CME); 
*Cantoniera Campu Omu, 1998 (CLI, CME); *Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN, CME, CMG); 
*Nurallao, 2001 (CFA, CME); Nurri, 2008 (CFA, CNBFVR); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI); Selargius, 1992 (CMG); 
Serri, 1998 (CME); Seulo, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Seuni, y-o (MNHU); Soleminis, 1983 (CFO). 

Chorotype. A West-Mediterranean species also present, albeit rare, in Greece (Liberti 2004a). 

Notes. Reported for Sardinia by Bertolini (1899-1904), Sainte-Claire Deville (1908) and Krausse (1913: 
61), this species is easily recognizable by its entirely black colour (legs and antennae included), the shape of 
pronotum (slightly wider than long), and the evident sexual dimorphism (the other entirely black Dasytes 
living in Sardinia, D. coerulescens, is larger, has a strongly transverse pronotum and weaker sexual 
dimoiphism). Very common in Sardinia. 


Dasytes ( Mesodasytes ) croceipes Kiesenwetter, 1865 
(Fig. 13) 

Dasytes croceipes Kiesenwetter, 1865: 366 (Loc. typ. Spain); Kiesenwetter 1867a: 116; Baudi di Selve 1873a: 308, 
309; Schilsky 1894a: 227, 228, 232, 233; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 41; Schilsky 1897b: nr. 34T; Sainte-Claire Deville 
1908: 216; Porta 1929: 121; Pic 1937: 68; Fagniez 1946: 27; Kocher 1956: 65; *Liberti 2004a: 316. 

= Dasytes cruralis Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 132 (Schilsky 1894a: 228). 

= Dasytes croceipes var. corsicus Schilsky, 1894b: 228 (Liberti 2004a: 317). 

Material examined. Olbia-Tempio prov. : Lido del Sole, 2005 (CLI). Nuoro prov. : *01iena, 1995 (CAN); 
*Ponte Marreri, 1983 (MCSNG); *Posada, 1983 (MCSNG). Qgliastra prov. : Monte Tonneri, 2008 
(CNBFVR). Medio Campidano prov. : Giara di Gesturi, 2001 (CPN); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR); 
Villacidro, 2006 (CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2001 
(CLI); sa Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR). Cagliari prov. : *Cantoniera Campu Omu, 1998 (CME); *Monte dei 
Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN); Solanas, 2004 (CCR); *Villasimius, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. West-Mediterranean: North Africa, Spain, southern France and marginally mainland Italy 
(western Liguria). Affinities: Mediterranean, close to D. (M .) iteratus, which probably has the same 
distribution area, and D. (M.) nigroaeneus, which is Mediterranean. 

Notes. Reported for Sardinia by Kiesenwetter (1871: 84, as D. cruralis), Bertolini (1899-1904) and 
Sainte-Claire Deville (1908), it is easily recognized by the colour of femora: all black with a large yellow 
base, although this same character is shared by the similar D. (M.) iteratus Peyerimhoff (see below). Although 
D. iteratus has a later appearance, they can often be found together and their indentiflcation usually requires 
the dissection of male genitalia. As a matter of fact, Sardinian populations of both species look very alike, 
whereas in other regions (e.g. in southern France) they appear more differentiated, D. croceipes often having 
smaller eyes, shorter antennae, more rounded sides of pronotum and a slightly smaller size (all characters 
which can be better detected in males). It appears in early spring and can be found on blossoming bushes of, 
for instance, Crataegus, Prunus, and Erica. 
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FIGURES 12-19. Median lobe in lateral view. 12-15. Dasytes spp., scale bar: 0.5 mm. 12. Dasytes (Mesodasytes) 
iteratus Peyerimhoff (Sardinia, Nebida). 13. Dasytes (M.) croceipes Kiesenwetter (Sardinia, Lido del Sole). 14. Dasytes 
(M.) nigroaeneus Kuster (Italy, Campania, Napoli province, Campagnano d’Ischia). 15. Dasytes (M.) aeneiventris Kiister 
(Sardinia, Fonni). 16-19. Aplocnemus spp. from Sardinia, scale bar: 0.5 mm. 16. Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) cribricollis 
Mulsant & Rey (Burcei). 17. Aplocnemus (A.) pectinatus (Kuster) (Stagno di Colostrai). 18. Aplocnemus (Diplambe) 
januaventi Liberti (Bruncu Spina). 19. Aplocnemus (D.) duplicatus Kiesenwetter (Seui). 
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Dasytes ( Mesodasytes ) iteratus Peyerimhoff, 1925 

(Fig. 12) 


Dasytes iteratus Peyerimhoff, 1925: 5 (Loc. typ. Massif de Mozuai'a, Algeria); Pic 1937: 73; *Liberti 2004a: 317; 
Constantin 2007: 166. 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Lago Baratz, 1995 (CAN); Monte Pettenadu, 2001 (CPN); Osilo, 1974 
(CFR); Ponte di Caitta, 2001 (CPN). Olbia-Tempio prov. : *01bia, 1976 (CPO); *San Teodoro, 1976 (CPO). 
Nuoro prov. : *Aritzo, 1994 (CME); *Cala Gonone, 1980 (CFR); *Dorgali, 1992 (CLI, CME); *Macomer, 
1975 (CME). Oristano prov. : *Allai, 1981 (NMBA); *San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 1983 (CLI). Medio 
Campidano prov. : *Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); Montevecchio, 1974 (MCSNG); *Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 
2003 (CAN, CPA). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Fluminimaggiore, 2003 (CPA); *Iglesias, 2000 (CME); Monti 
Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2001 (CLI). Cagliari prov. : *Cantoniera Campu Omu, 1985 (CLI); 
*Capoterra, 1985 (CME); *Chia, 1975 (CME); *Dolianova, 1993 (CME); *Esterzili, 1994 (CME); 
*Maracalagonis, 1993 (CME); *Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CME); *Pula, 1992 (CME); *Quartu 
Sant'Elena, 1986 (CME); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI); *San Gregorio, 1985 (CLI); *Uta, 1998 (CME); *Villasimius, 
1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. West-Mediterranean. Affinities: Mediterranean, close to D. (A.) croceipes, which probably 
has the same distribution area, and D. (A.) nigroaeneus, which is Mediterranean. 

Notes. Reported by Liberti (2004a) for Sardinia, where it is rather frequent and appears from late spring to 
early summer, usually later than the very similar D. (A.) croceipes (see above). 


Dasytes ( Mesodasytes ) nigroaeneus Kiister, 1850 

(Fig. 14) 

Dasytes nigroaeneus Kiister, 1850: nr. 7 (Loc. typ. Taranto, Italy); Kiesenwetter 1863: 639 footnote; Kiesenwetter 
1867a: 117; Baudi di Selve 1873a: 309; Schilsky 1894a: 227, 231; Schilsky 1895: nr. 14; Schilsky 1897b: nr. 
34S; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 216; Fiori 1912: 132; Porta 1929: 121; Pic 1937: 77; Fagniez 1946: 26; Horion 
1953: 133; Kocher 1956: 64; Liberti 1995b: 500; Sparacio 1997: 106; *Liberti 2004a: 318. 

= Dasytes tibiellus Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 126 (Pic 1937: 78; Liberti 2004a: 318). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Isola Asmara, 1988 (MCSNG); *Osilo, 1974 (CFR); Ponte di Caitta, 
2001 (CPN); Sassari, y-a (MSNUF); *Stintino, 2004 (CFR, CRO); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CPN). Olbia- 
Tempio prov. : *Aglientu, 1995 (CAN); *Golfo Aranci, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG, MNF1U); Isola Caprera, 1993 
(CME); *Isola Maddalena, 1993 (CME, MCSNG); *Lago del Liscia, 1968 (MCSNG); Lido del Sole, 2005 
(CLI); *01bia, 1933 (NMBA); *Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN). Nuoro prov. : *Cala Gonone, 1980 (CFR, 
MCSNG); Cantoniera Ortuabis, 1998 (CME); *Dorgali, y-? (NMBA); *Lode, 1978 (MCSNG); *Mamoiada, 
1976 (CPO); Siniscola, 1979 (MSNUF). Oristano prov. : Laconi, 1998 (CME); Monte Ferru, 1999 (MCSNG); 
Oristano, 1982 (CML, MCSNG); *Stagno di Santa Giusta, 1995 (CAN); Tharros, 2008 (CNBFVR). Ogliastra 
prov. : *Capo Sferracavallo, 1992 (CME); *Lotzorai, 1978 (CME). Medio Campidano prov. : 
*Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); *Montevecchio, 1990 (CME); *Torre dei Corsari, 1995 (CAN). Carbonia- 
Iglesias prov. : Carloforte, 1989 (CME, MCSNG); *Gonnesa, 1985 (CME); *Isola Piana di San Pietro, 1956 
(MCSNG); *Isola di San Pietro, 1988 (CME, MCSNG); Monti Marganai, 2005 (CNBFVR); Sant'Anna 
Arresi, 2004 (CCR). Cagliari prov. : *Cagliari, 1989 (CME, MCSNG, MNF1U, NMBA); Capo Carbonara, 
1998 (CME); Castiadas, 2004 (CCR); Chia, 2004 (CCR); *Flumini, y-? (NMBA); *Giorgino, 1976 (CME); 
Monte Sant'Elia, 1997 (CME); *Quartu Sant'Elena, 1986 (CME, MNF1U); Sant' Isidore near Cagliari, 1996 
(CME); *Stagno di Chia, 1977 (CME); *Stagno di Colostrai, 1985 (CLI); *Stagno di Simbirizzi, 1975 (CME); 
Uta, 1998 (CME); *Villasimius, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. Mediterranean: from the east coast of the Black Sea to Portugal (Liberti 2004a). In Italy it can 
be found along the Tyrrhenian coast from Liguria to Sicily and in several of the neighbouring Tyrrhenian 
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islands (Liberti 2004a). Affinities: rather close to D. (M.) iteratus and D. (M.) croceipes, which have a smaller 
range. 

Notes. Reported by Schilsky (1895), Bertolini (1899-1904) and Sainte-Claire Deville (1908) for Sardinia, 
where it is uncommon and is usually collected in just a few specimens. It can be easily differentiated from the 
other Mesodasytes by the colour of legs and antennae. 


Dasytes (subg.?) doderoi Pic, 1924 

Dasytes doderoi Pic, 1924b: 80 (Loc. typ. Gennargentu, Sardinia); Porta 1929: 122; Pic 1937: 69; *Liberti 2004a: 
281. 

Material examined. Nuoro prov. : *Gennargentu: “Mte Gennargentu, VII. 1911, [leg.] A. Dodero”, holotype $ 
(MCSNG); “Gennargentu, VI. 1957, [leg.] Dr. Ed. Moltoni”, 1 $ (MCSNM). 

Chorotype. Probably strictly Sardinian. Affinities unknown. 

Notes. A little-known, very rare species: only two females (one being the holotype) from the Gennargentu 
massif (no more precise indications), rather old, have been examined by the author. The male of this species is 
unknown, so it cannot be assigned to a subgenus. 


Divales cinctus (Gene, 1839) 

Dasytes cinctus Gene, 1839: 17, pi. II, fig. 4 (Loc. typ. “alia Scafa prope Karales”, Sardinia); Kiister 1849: nr. 22 
[Dasytes]', Kiesenwetter 1863: 630 footnote [Dasytes]', Kiesenwetter 1871: 83 [Dasytes]', Baudi di Selve 1873a: 
309 [Dasytes]', Schilsky 1897b: nr. 3 ; Porta 1929: 116; Pic 1937: 57; Fagniez 1946: 21; Majer 1984: 287. 

= Dasytes communimacula Costa, 1847b: 142 (Majer 1984: 287); Kiesenwetter 1863: 630 [Dasytes]', Kiesenwetter 
1871: 82 [Dasytes]-, Schilsky 1894a: 229; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 16; Holdhaus 1923: 96; Porta 1929: 117; Pic 
1937: 58; Sparacio 1997: 105. 

= Dasytes lateralis Kiister, 1849: nr. 22 (Pic 1937: 57). 

= Dasytes tibialis Mulsant & Reveliere, 1861: 10 (Majer 1984: 287); Mulsant & Rey 1868: 67; Kiesenwetter 1871: 

83 [Dasytes]', Baudi di Selve 1873a: 309 [Dasytes]', Porta 1929: 117; Pic 1937: 60; Majer 1984: 287. 

= Dasytes flavipennis Baudi di Selve, 1873: 296 (Majer 1984: 287); Schilskyl897a: Nr 34V; Porta 1929: 117; Pic 
1937: 58 [possible syn. of Dasytes flavescens]. 

= Dasytes reyanus Gozis, 1881: cxxxv (Schilskyl894b: nr. 15: = tibialis Mulsant & Reveliere, 1861); Pic 1937: 60; 
Fagniez 1946: 19, 22 [good species]. 

= Divales bipustulatus var. ater Schilsky, 1888: 189 (Schilsky 1894b: nr. 16: syn. of Divales communimacula Costa, 
1847b). 

= Divales reyanus var. conjunctus Schilsky, 1894b: 15 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales reyanus var. notaticollis Schilsky, 1894b: 15 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales cinctus var. affinis Schilsky, 1897b: 3 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales cinctus var. apicatus Schilsky, 1897b: 3 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales cinctus var. atratulus Schilsky, 1897b: 3 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales cinctus var. discedens Schilsky, 1897b: 3 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales cinctus var. ephippiatus Schilsky, 1897b: 3 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales cinctus var. quadrinotatus Schilsky, 1897b: 3 (Majer 1984: 287). 

= Divales communimacula var. gemellatus Schilsky, 1897b: 34 (Majer 1984: 287). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Alghero, 1983 (CLI); Ponte di Caitta, 2001 (CLI); Sassari, y-a (MSNUF); 
Stagno di Pilo, 1995 (CAN); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CPN). Olbia-Tempio prov. : Bassacutena, 1993 
(CME); Capo Testa, 2003 (CLI); Golfo Aranci, 1995 (CAN); Isola Tavolara, 1994 (MCSNG); Palau, 1990 
(CME); San Teodoro, 1995 (CAN); Trinita d'Agultu, 1972 (MCSNG). Nuoro prov. : Bruncu Spina, 2003 
(CLI); Dorgali, 1991 (CME, MCSNG); Monte Albo, 2004 (CCR); Monte Spada, 2003 (CLI); Monte d'Iscudu, 
2003 (CLI); Nuoro, 1920 (MCSNG); Oliena, 1995 (CAN); Punta Cupetti, 1995 (CAN); Santa Maria di Mare, 
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1983 (MCSNG). Oristano prov. : Arborea, 2002 (CFA); Bauladu, 1995 (CAN); Foce Fiume Tirso, 1995 (CAN, 
CME); Porto Mandriola, 1987 (SMNS); Mari Ermi, 1990 (CMG); Stagno di Santa Giusta, 1995 (CAN); San 
Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 1983 (CLI); Tharros, 2008 (CNBFVR). Medio Campidano prov. : 
Gonnosfanadiga, 2006 (CLI, CNBFVR); Marina di Arbus, 2006 (CNBFVR); Monte Linas, 1995 (CME). 
Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 2006 (CME, CNBFVR); Gonnesa, 1985 (CME); Iglesias, 2006 
(CNBFVR); Isola di San Pietro, 2000 (CNBFVR); Isola Piana di San Pietro, 1959 (MCSNG). Cagliari prov. : 
Assemini, 1989 (CME); Elmas, 1983 (CCA); Geremeas, 1976 (CME); Nurri, 1983 (CLI); Serri, 2002 (CFA); 
Stazione di Sarcidano, 1994 (CME); Teulada, 1998 (CCA); Uta, 1995 (CME). 

Chorotype. Tyrrhenian, rather widespread in the Italian peninsula. Affinities u nk nown. 

Notes. A species which is very variable in colour, from completely black to largely orange-red, usually 
black with two (humeral and apical) more or less visible red spots on each elytron; femora black and tibiae 
usually reddish. Common or very common throughout its range; as normally in the Dasytinae, adults appear 
in spring and feed on pollen. Reported from Sardinia by Majer (1984: 289) as follows: “Sardinia” (MNHU), 
“Cagliari, U. Lostia” (MNHU). 


Dolichosoma lineare (Rossi, 1794) 

(Fig. 21) 

Lagria linearis Rossi, 1794: 92 (Loc. typ. Tuscany); Stephens 1830: 320; Redtenbacher 1858: 547; Kiesenwetter 
1863: 642; Thomson 1864: 146; Kiesenwetter 1867a: 119; Kiesenwetter 1867b: 137; Mulsant & Rey 1868: 269, 
pi. XVI; Seidlitz 1891a: 489; Seidlitz 1891b: 522; Schilsky 1897b: nr. 26; Reitter 1911: 289; Pic 1918: 2; Pic 
1924a: 57, 83; Porta 1929: 123; Pic 1937: 106; Horion 1953: 140; Kaszab 1955a: 118; Kaszab 1955b: 118, figs 
40 F, 42; Allenspach & Wittmer 1979: 110; Lohse 1979: 80; Majer 1990: 97; Constantin & Klausnitzer 1996: 
196; Sparacio 1997: 106; Bahillo de la Puebla & Lopez-Colon 2002: 145; Liberti & Focarile 2005: 29, 35; 
Mayor 2007b: 407. 

= Tillus filiformis Panzer, 1799: 17 (Illiger 1801: 84). 

= Dolichosoma filum Fairmaire, 1860: 630 (Constantin 2007: 167). 

= Dolichosoma suhdensatum Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 273 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 26) 

= Dolichosoma submicaceum Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 274 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 26). 

= Dolichosoma subnodosum Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 274 (Schilsky 1897b: nr. 26). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Nulvi, 1974 (CFR); Osilo, 1974 (CFR); Tula, 1995 (CAN). Olbia-Tempio 
prov. : Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN); Tempio Pausania, 1995 (CAN). Nuoro prov. : Oliena, San Giovanni, 1995 
(CAN). Oristano prov. : Asuni, y-? (MNHU); Sedilo, 1995 (CAN); Soddi, 2003 (CPA). Cagliari prov. : 
Stazione di Sarcidano, 1994 (CME); Villanovatulo, 1994 (CME). 

Chorotype. Probably Sibero-European: from Finland to Spain and eastwards at least to central Siberia 
(Mayor 2007b); in Italy it mainly occurs in the north and in the centre down to Latium (Liberti unpublished 
data). Affinities: the genus Dolichosoma is Euro-Asiatic. 

Notes. Members of Dolichosoma are immediately recognizable by their surprisingly thin and long shape; 
D. lineare can be distinguished from the closely related D. simile by good and reliable characters (see key 
above). Dolichosoma species are associated with graminaceous weeds and can be collected by sweeping on 
dry meadows. Dolichosoma lineare was already reported for Sardinia by Costa (1883), Bertolini (1899-1904) 
and Sainte-Claire Deville (1908: 217) under the name D. filum. Often common or very common elsewhere, it 
appears to be rather rare in Sardinia. 


Dolichosoma simile (BruHe, 1832) 

(Figs 20, 30) 

Dasytes similis Bridle, 1832: 154 (Loc. typ. Greece); Kiesenwetter 1859: 177; Kiesenwetter 1863: 643 footnote; 
Kiesenwetter 1867b: 137; Baudi di Selve 1873a: 318; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 51; Ragusa 1896: 77; Porta 1929: 
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124; Pic 1937: 107; Gridelli 1950: 132; Kaszab 1955a: 118; Kaszab 1955b: 118, fig. 40 G; Tempere 1974: 227; 

Liberti 1988: 12; Lohse 1992: 22; Sparacio 1997: 106, fig. 122. 

= Dasytes cinereum Menetries, 1832: 165 (Kiesenwetter 1859: 177). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Alghero, 1974 (MCSNG, MCSNV); Codrongianos, 2003 (MCSNG); Lago 
Baratz, 1999 (MCSNG); Porto Conte, 1985 (MSNUF); Stagno di Pilo, 1995 (CAN, CLI, MCSNG); Yiddalba, 
1995 (CAN). Oristano prov. : Foce Fiume Tirso, 1991 (CME); Stagno di Cabras, 1995 (CAN). Medio 
Campidano prov. : Cantoniera Bidderdi, 1995 (CAN); Giara di Gesturi, 1999 (CME); Marina di Arbus, 2006 
(CNBFVR, MCSNG); Montevecchio, 1990 (CME); Porto Palma, 2003 (CPA); Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 2003 
(CPA); Torre dei Corsari, 2003 (CPA). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Fontanamare, 1995 (CAN); Gonnesa, 1990 
(CME); Iglesias, 1999 (CME); Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); Villamassargia, 1998 (CME). Cagliari 
prov. : Isili, 2000 (CFA); Monte Coa Margine, 1994 (CME); Pula, 2001 (CFA, CLI); Quirra, 1992 (CME); San 
Priamo, 1994 (CAN); Villanovatulo, 1994 (CME). 

Chorotype. East-Mediterranean; it replaces D. lineare in south-eastern Europe and Turkey (Mayor 
2007b). In the Balkan Peninsula the two species have been sometimes found together (Croatia, northern 
Greece) (Liberti unpublished). Common in central and southern Italy, present in Sicily (probably not in North 
Africa). Sardinia appears to be the western limit of its distribution area. 

Notes. Very similar species to D. lineare, from which it can be easily distinguished by the rounded elytral 
apex (not shaip as in D. lineare). Rather common and widespread in Sardinia and already reported for the 
island by Bertolini (1899-1904) and Porta (1929). Recorded from Nuoro (MCSNG, in Mancini collection, det. 
Pic) by Gridelli (1950). 




FIGURES 20-23. 20-21. Median lobes in lateral view, scale bar: 0.25 mm. 20. Dolichosoma simile (Bridle) (Italy, 
Tuscany, Grosseto province, Talamone). 21. Dolichosoma lineare (Rossi) (Sardinia, Padrogiano). 22-23. Pygidium, 
scale bar: 0.5 mm. 22. Psilothrix aureola (Kiesenwetter, 1859) (Malta, Gozo Island). 23. Psilothrix viridicoerulea (Italy, 
Liguria, La Spezia province, Montemarcello). 
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Psilothrix aureola (Kiesenwetter, 1859) 

(Figs 22, 27) 


Dolichosoma ( Psilothrix ) ciureolum Kiesenwetter, 1859: 178 (Loc. typ. central Italy); Kiesenwetter 1863: 644 
footnote; Kiesenwetter 1867b: 139 [syn. of Dasytes smaragdinum Lucas, 1847]; Schilsky 1894a: 230, 236 
[good species]; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 50; Ragusa 1896: 76; Porta 1929: 123; Pic 1937: 108 [Lasius]; Tempere 
1974: 226; Liberti 1995b: 501; Sparacio 1997: 106, fig. 37. 

= Dolichosoma splendidum Schaufuss, 1867: 81 (Schilsky 1894a: 236). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Codaruina, 1995 (CAN); Isola Asmara, 1988 (MCSNG); Isola Piana 
dell'Asinara, 1989 (MCSNG); Porto Torres, 1974 (CMO); Sassari, 1962 (MCSNG, MSNUF); Stagno di 
Casaraccio, 1985 (MSNUF); Stagno di Pilo, 1995 (CAN, CLI, MCSNG); Stintino, 1974 (CFR, MCSNG). 
Olbia-Tempio prov. : Santa Teresa di Gallura, 1975 (MCSNG). Oristano prov. : Stagno di Cabras, 1974 
(MCSNG). 

Chorotype. Mediterranean: mainly eastern, from the Balearic islands to the south of Greece (but probably 
reaching further east), Tunisia, Algeria ( cf. Mayor 2007b). In Italy it is common or very common from Emilia 
to Sicily (Liberti 2007c). Affinities: the genus Psilothrix has a wide distribution ( cf. Mayor 2007b). 

Notes. Species characterized by its bright green colour, rather small size and the shape of the male 
pygidium (Fig. 22). The taxonomy of this species may be slightly modified in the future to take into account 
the existence of both winged and wingless forms. Recorded for Sardinia by Bertolini (1899-1904, as P. 
melanostoma and P. smaragdinus). Although often very common within its distribution area, it is not so in 
Sardinia where a wingless form has only been found in the north-west (Fig. 27). 


Psilothrixprotensa (Gene, 1836) 

(Fig. 27) 

Dasytesprotensus Gene, 1836: 19, pi. I, fig. 10 (Loc. typ. “Karali, Pulae, Iglesias, etc.”, south-west Sardinia); Krister 
1850: nr. 9; Redtenbacher 1858: 546; Kiesenwetter 1859: 177; Kiesenwetter 1863: 644 footnote; Kiesenwetter 
1867b: 137, 139; Rottenberg 1870: 243; Schilsky 1894a: 235; Ragusa 1896: 76; Porta 1929: 122; Pic 1937: 109 
[Lasius]; Sparacio 1997: 106. 

Material examined. Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Isola di Sant'Antioco, 1989 (MCSNG); Isola di Sant’Antioco, 
Capo Sperone, 1978 (CLI). Cagliari prov. : Cagliari, y-a (MSNUF); Cagliari, Monte Urpino, 1975 (CME); 
Elmas, 1991 (CMG); Saline di Santa Gilla, 2001 (CLI); Serdiana, 2001 (CFA, CLI); Sestu, 1975 (CME); 
Stagno di Molentargius, y-? (MSNUF); Stagno di Simbirizzi, 1986 (CME); Villaspeciosa, 1979 (CME). 

Chorotype. Central Mediterranean: Sicily, Corsica and Sardinia, Tunisia, Algeria (Mayor, 2007b). 
Affinities: see P aureola. 

Notes. A wingless species, bright green as the other Psilothrix, rather small and showing the 
modifications often associated with apterism: elytra without humeral calli and, in females only, widened in 
posterior half. Not uncommon in Sardinia but only in the south (Fig. 27); also known from Corsica (Mayor 
2007b), where it is rare. 


Psilothrix viridicoerulea (Geoffroy, 1785) 

(Fig. 23) 

Cicindela viridi-coerulea Geoffroy, 1785: 63 (Loc. typ. Paris); Rottenberg 1870: 243 [Dolichosoma]; Sainte-Claire 
Deville 1908: 217; Porta 1929: 123; Pic 1937: 110 [Lasius]; Kocher 1956: 66; Fiori 1963: 283; Fiori 1971: 3; 
Allenspach & Wittmer 1979: 110; Liberti 1988: 12; Majer 1990: 97; Constantin 1991: 404; Lohse 1992: 22; 
Constantin & Klaunitzer 1996: 196; Liberti & Focarile 2005: 29, 35. 
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= Melyris cyaneus Olivier, 1790: 21 (Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 217); Seidlitz 1891a: 489; Seidlitz 1891b: 522; 
Schilsky 1894a: 235; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 46; Ragusa 1896: 76; Pic 1908: 46; Reitter 1911: 286; Pic 1918: 3; 
Holdhaus 1923: 96; Pic 1924a: 58, 84; Porta 1929: 123; Pic 1937: 110; Horion 1953: 138; Kaszab 1955a: 116; 
Kaszab 1955b: 116, fig. 40 P; Piras et al. 1970: 85, 90; Piras & Pisano 1972: 17, 25; Allenspach & Wittmer 
1979: 110; Lohse 1979: 80. 

= Lagria viridis Rossi, 1792: 35 (Kiesenwetter 1863: 644: syn. of nobilis 111.); Stephens 1830: 319 [Dasytes]; 
Stephens 1839: 196 [Dasytes]; Pope 1977: 55. 

= Melyris nobilis Illiger, 1798: 308 (Reiche 1863: 132); Brulle 1832: 150 [Dasytes]', Laporte de Castelnau 1840: 281 
[Dasytes]; Lucas 1846: 195 [Dasytes]; Kiesenwetter 1859: 178; Kiesenwetter 1863: 644; Kiesenwetter 1867a: 
119 [Dolichosoma]; Mulsant & Rey 1868: 177, pi. X; Baudi di Selve 1873b: 249; Pic 1937: 110; Crowson 1964: 
320; Allenspach & Wittmer 1979: 110. 

= Tillus aeneus Marsham, 1802: 230 (Kiesenwetter 1863: 645). 

= Dasytes caeruleus De Geer sensu Stephens 1830: 319 (Pope 1977: 55). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : Alghero, 1979 (CME, CML); Argentiera, 2003 (CLI, MCSNG); Chilivani, 
1975 (CME, MCSNG); Codaruina, 1995 (CAN); Foce Fiume Coghinas, 1981 (CFO); Isola Asinara, 1988 
(MCSNG); Lago Baratz, 1995 (CAN); Lago Bunnari, 1961 (MCSNG); Nulvi, 1974 (CFR); Olmedo, 1962 
(MCSNG); Osilo, 1974 (CFR); Platamona Lido, 1974 (CFR, CLI); Porto Conte, 1985 (CFR, MSNUF); Porto 
Torres, 1974 (CLI); Sassari, 1974 (CFR, MCSNG); Sorso, 1956 (MCSNG); Stagno di Casaraccio, 1974 
(MCSNG); Stagno di Pilo, 1995 (CAN, CLI, MCSNG); Stintino, 1996 (CFR, CMO); Torre del Porticciolo, 
2001 (CLI); Tula, 1995 (CAN); Viddalba, 1995 (CAN). Olbia-Tempio prov. : Ala dei Sardi, 1997 (CSL); 
Bassacutena, 1993 (CME); Berchidda, 1991 (CFO); Golfo Aranci, 1995 (CAN); Isola Caprera, 1991 (CME, 
MSNUF); Isola Maddalena, 1987 (MCSNG); Isola Molara, 1989 (MCSNG); Isola Rossa, 1995 (CPA); Lago 
del Coghinas, 1997 (CSL); Monte Limbara, 1995 (CAN, CMG, CPA); Monti, 1991 (CFO); Mulino di 
Arzachena, 1995 (CAN); Oschiri, 1995 (CAN); Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN); Palau, 1943 (CLI, MCSNG); Santa 
Teresa di Gallura, 1975 (MCSNG); San Teodoro, 1995 (CAN); Tempio Pausania, 1995 (CAN). Nuoro prov. : 
Bolotana, 1995 (CAN); Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CAN, CCR); Cantoniera di Sant’Anna, 2008 (CNBFVR); 
Cantoniera Donnacori, 1980 (CFR); Cantoniera Guzzurra, 1995 (CAN); Dorgali, 1980 (CFR); Gadoni, 2008 
(CNBFVR); Galtelli, 1995 (CAN, CFR); Lago di Gusana, 1995 (CAN); Lula, 2008 (CAN, CNBFVR); 
Macomer, 1961 (MCSNG); Monte Ortobene, 1985 (CCL); Monte Spada, 2003 (CLI); Nuoro, 1928 
(MCSNG); Oliena, 1995 (CAN); Oliena, San Giovanni, 1995 (CAN); Orune, 1899 (MSNUF); Pratobello, 
1995 (CAN); Punta Corrasi, 1981 (MSNUF); Punta Cupetti, 1995 (CAN); Siniscola, 1979 (MSNUF). 
Oristano prov. : Badde Urbara, 1987 (SMNS); Bauladu, 1995 (CAN); Laconi, 1995 (CAN); Lago Omodeo, 
1979 (CML); Riola Sardo, 1987 (SMNS); San Giovanni Sinis, 1974 (MCSNG); San Leonardo de Siete 
Fuentes, 1983 (CLI); Stagno di Cabras, 1995 (CAN); Stagno di Marceddi, 2006 (CNBFVR); Stagno di Santa 
Giusta, 1995 (CAN); Soddi, 2003 (CPA); Tharros, 2008 (CNBFVR). Medio Campidano prov. : Arbus, 1995 
(CAN); Cantoniera Bidderdi, 1995 (CAN); Gonnosfanadiga, 2006 (CMG, CNBFVR); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 
(CNBFVR); Montevecchio, 2003 (CPA); Pabillonis, 1995 (CAN); Porto Palma, 2003 (CPA); Sant'Antonio di 
Santadi, 2003 (CPA); Torre dei Corsari, 1995 (CAN); Villacidro, 2008 (CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : 
Arcu Genna Bogai, 2004 (CCR); Calasetta, 1988 (CME, MCSNG); Carloforte, 1989 (CME, MCSNG); 
Domusnovas, 2006 (CNBFVR); Fontanamare, 1995 (CAN); Iglesias, 1995 (CAN); Isola La Vacca, 1988 
(MCSNG); Isola di San Pietro, 1989 (MCSNG); Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2001 (CFA); sa 
Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR); Sant'Anna Arresi, 2004 (CCR); Sant'Antioco, y-a (MSNUF). Cagliari prov. : 
Capo Malfatano, 1989 (CME); Chia, 2004 (CCR); Domus de Maria, 1989 (CSA); Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 
1995 (CAN, MSNUF); Olia Speciosa, 1985 (CLI); Pula, 2001 (CFA); Quartu Sant'Elena, 1986 (CME); 
Quirra, 1985 (CLI, MSNUF); Saline di Santa Gilla, 2001 (CFA); Salto di Quirra, 1986 (CME); San Priamo, 
1995 (CAN); San Vito, 1872 (MSNUF); Sinnai, 1979 (CME); Solanas, 2004 (CCR); Stagno di Molentargius, 
y-a (MSNUF); Stagno di Simbirizzi, 1986 (CME); Teulada, y-? (MNHU); Uta, 1985 (CLI); Vallermosa, 2008 
(CNBFVR); Villasimius, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. Euro-Mediterranean; also in the Canary islands. Occurring all over Italy. Affinities: see P. 
aureola. 


DASYTIDAE OF SARDINIA 


Zootaxa 2318 © 2009 Magnolia Press • 367 










Allodanacaea I 


Allodanacaea II 



g = gorditana 
m = milleri 
n = nympha 
o = oreas 


24 



p = picicomis picicomis 
s = picicomis supramontana 


25 



Allodanacaea III 


s = sulcitana 


26 



Psilothrix 


a = aureola 
p = protensa 


27 


FIGURES 24-27. Distribution maps of species with a limited range in Sardinia. 24-26. Danacea (Allodanacea) spp. 27. 
Psilothrix spp. 


Notes. Very common all over Sardinia (Costa 1883: 44, Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 217, Luigioni 1929: 
631, Porta 1929), this species is immediatly recognizable by its bright green colour, shape of pygidium and 
larger size. The biology of/ 1 , viridicoerulea was studied by Fiori (1971) at Sassari University: the larvae 
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initially feed on dead insects found on the ground, and then become phytophagous and bore galleries in the 
stems of big annual weeds ( Ferula , Magydaris, Carlina, Cirsium, etc.) with a marrow of sufficient size to 
hold the full-grown larva. Metamorphosis takes place in late winter within the same stem (when the weed is 
dead and the stem may no longer be in an upright position) and, eventually, the adults leave the pupal cell in 
early spring by boring an oval hole in the dead stem tissues. 

Piras et al. (1970) recorded this species from several localities in Oristano province, Piras and Pisano 
(1972) from two localities in Carbonia-Iglesias province. 


Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) cribricollis Mulsant & Rey, 1868 

(Fig. 16) 

Haplocnemus cribricollis Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 234 (Loc. typ. Corsica); Schilsky 1897b: nr. 61; Sainte-Claire 
Deville 1908: 219; Porta 1929: 127; Pic 1937: 33; *Liberti 1995a: 176. 

= Haplocnemus erosus Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 233 (Liberti 1995a: 176). 

= Haplocnemus elongatus Pic, 1921: 3 (Liberti 1995a: 176). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Isola Asmara, 1998 (MCSNG); Monte Pettenadu, 2001 (CPN); Porto 
Conte, 1974 (CFR); Stagno di Pilo, 1995 (CAN); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CPN); *Tottubella, 1964 
(MCSNG). Olbia-Tempio prov. : Cantoniera Pedredu, 1995 (CAN); Coghinas, 1974 (CMO); Golfo Aranci, 
1995 (CAN); Isola Caprera, 1987 (MSNUF); *Isola Maddalena, 1987 (MCSNG); *Isola Tavolara, 1994 
(MCSNG, MCSNM); Monte Limbara, 2004 (CCR); Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN); San Teodoro, 1995 (CAN); 
*Tempio Pausania, y-? (NMBA). Nuoro prov. : Bolotana, 1995 (CAN); Bruncu Spina, 2004 (CCR, CLI); 
*Cala Gonone, 1980 (MCSNG); Cantoniera di Sant’Anna, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Dorgali, 1983 (CFR, CLI, 
NMBA); *Gadoni, 1987 (CME); Lula, 1995 (CAN); *Mamoiada, 1976 (CPO); *Monte Albo, 2004 (CCR, 
CME, MCSNG, NMBA); Monte d’lscudu, 2003 (CLI); *Nuoro, 1920 (MCSNG); Oliena, San Giovanni, 1995 
(CAN); *Posada, 1983 (MCSNG). Oristano prov. : Bauladu, 1995 (CAN); Laconi, 1995 (CAN, CME); 
Marceddi, 1995 (CAN); *Monte Ferru, 1987 (SMNS); *San Leonardo de Siete Fuentes, 1983 (CLI). Qgliastra 
prov. : Seui, 1994 (CME); *Talana, 1873 (MCSNG). Medio Campidano prov. : Giara di Gesturi, 2001 (CLI, 
CPN); *Gonnosfanadiga, 1983 (CLI); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR); Monte Linas, 1995 (CME); 
Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 2003 (CPA); Villacidro, 2006 (CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Domusnovas, 
2006 (CNBFVR); Isola di San Pietro, 1989 (MCSNG); Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); sa Duchessa, 2006 
(CNBFVR); Villamassargia, 1998 (CME). Cagliari prov. : Burcei, 1997 (CME); *Cantoniera Campu Omu, 
1998 (CLI, CME), Donori, 1998 (CME); *Elmas, 1873 (MCSNG); Esterzili, 1994 (CME); *Flumini, y-? 
(NMBA); Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN, CME, MSNUF); Nurallao, 1994 (CME); *Nurri, 1983 (CLI); 
*01ia Speciosa, 1985 (CLI); Pula, 1992 (CME); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI); *San Gregorio, 1997 (CLI, CME); *San 
Vito, 1872 (MCSNG); Siliqua, 1998 (CME); Soleminis, 1983 (CFO); Villasimius, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. Tyrrhenian: Corsica, Sardinia, Tuscan Archipelago, Ponza, Ischia and Capri Islands, Monte 
Circeo (Latium, this being the only known locality on the Italian Tyrrhenian coast) (Liberti 1995a). Affinities: 
rather close to another Tyrrhenian species, A. difficilis Holdhaus, 1923, which has a more limited, northern 
range, in Corsica, Tuscan Archipelago, and Monte Argentario on the Tuscan coast (Liberti 1995a). 

Notes. Very common throughout Sardinia (Schilsky 1897b; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908). It is 
characterized by its small size, the femora darker than the tibiae (mainly in males) and the serrate antennae. 
Adults can be found in spring on flowers (e.g. Cistus). 


Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) jejunus Kiesenwetter, 1863 

Haplocnemus jejunus Kiesenwetter, 1863: 652 (Loc. typ. southern France); Mulsant & Rey 1868: 210, 211 pis. XII, 
XIII; Schilsky 1894b: nr. 70; Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 220; Porta 1929: 127; Pic 1937: 36; Prota 1966: 18, 
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fig. Ill; Fiori 1971: 56; Liberti 1995a: 167; Constantin 2007: 161. 

= Haplocnemus capillicornis Abeille de Perrin, 1907: xxi (Liberti 1995a: 167). 

Material examined. “Sardinia” y-? (NMBA). Ogliastra prov. : Monte Arcueri “IV. 1909, leg. F. Solari” 
(MCSNM). 

Chorotype. Possibly Central Mediterranean: it is present in the whole of Italy (islands included), southern 
France, Slovenia, Bulgaria, northern Greece (Constantin 2007; Liberti, unpublished data). Affinities 
u nk nown. 

Notes. Males of this species have long, almost pectinate antennae, a rather flat body with a rough, heavily 
and disorderly impressed surface, and is of metallic grey-green colour. Aplocnemus (A.) jejunus was reported 
for Sardinia by Bertolini (1899-1904: 74), Luigioni (1929: 627) and Porta (1929: 127), and is rare all over its 
range. It has been found more than once, in peninsular Italy, wintering under bark. Information on its biology 
and the description of its larva can be found in Prota (1966) and Fiori (1971). Reported for Sardinia by Prota 
(1966): “Tempio Pausania, SS [= Sassari prov.] (det. R. Constantin)” and Constantin (2007): Sassari 
“22.III.1949, leg. G. Fiori” 1949 (CCO); Lago del Cedrino NU [= Nuoro prov.] “12.IV.1988, leg. R. 
Constantin” (CCO). 


Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) pectinatus (Kiister, 1849) 

(Fig. 17) 

Dasytes pectinatus Kiister, 1849: nr. 19 (Loc. typ. Cagliari, Sardinia); Schilsky 1897b: nr. 56; Sainte-Claire Deville 
1909: 219; Porta 1929: 126; Pic 1937: 39; Liberti 1995a: 177; *Liberti 1995b: 501; Sparacio 1997: 107; 
Constantin 2005: 228. 

= Haplocnemus siculus Kiesenwetter, 1863: 654 (Liberti 1995a: 177); Porta 1929: 127; Pic 1937: 41. 

= Haplocnemus eumerus Mulsant & Rey, 1868: 194 (Liberti 1995a: 177); Pic 1937: 33; Majer 1985: 38. 

= Haplocnemus melitensis Schilsky, 1897b: 60 (Liberti 1995a: 177); Porta 1929: 127; Pic 1937: 37. 

= Haplocnemus siculus var. flavipes Schilsky, 1897b: 59 (Liberti 1995a: 177). 

= Haplocnemus siculus var. obscuripes Schilsky, 1897b: 59 (Liberti 1995a: 177). 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Alghero, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG); Argentiera, 2003 (CLI, MCSNG); 
*Castelsardo, 1964 (MCSNG); Codaruina, 1995 (CAN); *Isola Asmara, 1988 (MCSNG); Lago Baratz, 1999 
(CAN, MCSNG); Monte Pettenadu, 2001 (CPN); Ponte di Caitta, 2001 (CPN); *Porto Torres, 1964 
(MCSNG); Sassari, y-? (MSNUF); *Sorso, 1964 (MCSNG); *Stagno di Pilo, 2000 (CAN, CLI, MCSNG); 
*Stintino, 1976 (CFR, CPO); *Tissi, 1964 (MCSNG); Torre del Porticciolo, 2001 (CLI, CPN); Viddalba, 1995 
(CAN). Olbia-Tempio prov. : Aglientu, 1995 (CAN); Golfo Aranci, 1995 (CAN); Isola Maddalena, 1994 
(CME, MCSNG); Monte Limbara, 2004 (CCR); *01bia, 1995 (CAN, NMBA); Oschiri, 1995 (CAN); 
Padrogiano, 1995 (CAN); San Teodoro, 1995 (CAN); *Telti, 1976 (CPO). Nuoro prov. : Arcu Guddetorgiu, 
1995 (CAN); Bolotana, 1995 (CAN); Cantoniera di Sant'Anna, 2003 (MCSNG); Fiume di Posada, 1999 
(MCSNG); *Macomer, y-? (NMBA); Oliena, 1995 (CAN); Orgosolo, 2003 (MCSNG); Punta Cupetti, 1995 
(CAN). Oristano prov. : *Baratili San Pietro, 1987 (SMNS); Bauladu, 1995 (CAN); Bosa, 1985 (MSNUF); 
Foce Fiume Tirso, 1995 (CAN); Laconi, 1995 (CAN); Marceddi, 1995 (CAN); Monte Grighini, 1998 (CCA); 
* Oristano, 1986 (MCSNG, MSNUF, NMBA); *Porto Mandriola, 1987 (SMNS); Putzu Idu, 1998 (CCA); 
Riola Sardo, 1995 (CAN); *San Giovanni Sinis, 1999 (CAN, CLI, MCSNG); Sedilo, 1995 (CAN); Stagno di 
Cabras, 1995 (CAN, MSNUF); Stagno di Marceddi, 2006 (CNBFVR); Stagno di Santa Giusta, 1995 (CAN); 
Tadasuni, 1995 (CAN); Tharros, 2008 (CNBFVR, CPA). Ogliastra prov. : *Porto Santoru, 1936 (MCSNG). 
Medio Campidano prov. : * Arbus, 1983 (CLI); Cantoniera Bidderdi, 1995 (CAN); Gonnosfanadiga, 2006 
(CMG, CNBFVR); Marina di Arbus, 2006 (CNBFVR); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR); Montevecchio, 
2003 (CPA); Pabillonis, 1995 (CAN); Porto Palma, 2003 (CPA); Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 2003 (CAN, CPA); 
*Torre di Flumentorgiu, 1895 (MCSNM); Villacidro, 2008 (CAN, CNBFVR). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : 
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*Calasetta, 1988 (CME, MCSNG); *Carloforte, 1969 (MCSNG); Cussorgia, 1989 (MCSNG); Domusnovas, 
2008 (CNBFVR); Fluminimaggiore, 2003 (CPA); Fontanamare, 1995 (CAN); *Iglesias, 1999 (CAN, CME, 
MCSNG); Isola La Vacca, 1988 (MCSNG); *Isola Piana di San Pietro, 1956 (MCSNG); *Isola dei Ratti, 1988 
(MCSNG); * Isola di San Pietro, 1988 (MCSNG); *Isola di Sant'Antioco, 1988 (MCSNG, MSNUF); Monti 
Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); Nebida, 2001 (CFA); sa Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR); Santadi, 1998 (CME); 
Sant'Anna Arresi, 2004 (CCR); Tempio di Antas, 1983 (MCSNG). Cagliari prov. : Assemini, 1995 (CME); 
*Cagliari, 1989 (CME, MCSNG); *Capo Carbonara, 1985 (CSA, MCSNG); Chia, 2004 (CCR); *Domus de 
Maria, 1989 (CSA, MCSNM); *Elmas, 1975 (CME); *Geremeas, 1975 (CME); Isola Serpentara, 1989 
(MCSNG); *Maracalagonis, 1975 (CME); Monte dei Sette Fratelli, y-a (MSNUF); Nora, 1992 (MSNUF); 
Nurallao, 1994 (CME); *01ia Speciosa, 1985 (CLI); Pula, 2001 (CFA); *Quartu Sant'Elena, 1977 (CME); 
Quartucciu, 1995 (CME); *Quirra, 1985 (CLI); Saline di Santa Gilla, 1995 (CME); San Priamo, 1995 (CAN); 
*San Vito, 1872 (MCSNG); Sarroch, 1995 (CAN); Serdiana, 2001 (CFA); Soleminis, 1983 (CFO); *Stagno di 
Colostrai, 1985 (CLI); Stagno di Molentargius, 1994 (CMG, MSNUF); *Stagno di Simbirizzi, 1983 (CFO, 
CME); *Uta, 1989 (CLI, CME) ; Vallermosa, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Villaputzu, 1965 (CLI); Villasimius, 1995 
(CAN). 

Chorotype. Central Mediterranean: Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily, Malta, Tunisia, Algeria and, marginally, the 
Balearic Islands (Constantin 2005). Affinities u nk nown. 

Notes. A species very variable in leg colour (from entirely yellowish to entirely black) and size. In 
Sardinia it often has black legs while in Corsica the prevailing leg colour is reddish tibiae and dark femora 
(variable however). Rather similar to A. cribricollis , it is characterized by the pale brown pubescence, larger 
size and pectinate male antennae (the female antennae being serrate). Common all over Sardinia. 


Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) rufomarginatus Perris, 1869 

Haplocnemus rufomarginatus Perris, 1869: 18 (Loc. typ. Tenes, Algeria); Porta 1929: 125; Pic 1937: 40; *Liberti 
1995a: 184. 

Material examined. Olbia-Tempio prov. : *Budduso, 1972 (CCO); *Tempio Pausania, 1944 (MCSNV, 
NMBA). Nuoro prov. : *Aritzo, 1910 (MCSNG); Bolotana, 1995 (CAN); Monte Spada, 1994 (CME); *Orune, 
1976 (CPO); *Sorgono, y-? (NMBA). Oristano prov. : Laconi, 1995 (CAN). Qgliastra prov. : Punta La 
Marmora, 1995 (CMG). Carbonia-Iglesias prov. : Monti Marganai, 2005 (CNBFVR). Cagliari prov. : 
Villanovatulo, 1994 (CME). 

Chorotype. Central Mediterranean: its known distribution includes Algeria and Sardinia only (Liberti 
1995a). Affinities: rather close to A. (A.) marginatus Rottenberg, 1870, which occurs in Sicily and southern 
Greece (Liberti & Zinetti 2009: 49). 

Notes. A species easily recognizable by the shape of pronotum, rather depressed with well visible anterior 
angles, and by the reddish margin all around the body, more evident on sides of pronotum. Already reported 
for Sardinia by Bertolini (1899-1904: 73), Luigioni (1929: 626) and Porta (1929). Despite being rare, it has 
been repeatedly collected with traps at Marganai (see below) all year round except in summer. 


Aplocnemus ( Diplambe ) duplicatus Kiesenwetter, 1871 

(Fig. 19) 

Haplocnemus duplicatus Kiesenwetter, 1871: 85 (Loc. typ. Sardinia); Sainte-Claire Deville 1908: 220; Porta 1929: 
124; Pic 1937: 33 [A. ( D .) crenicollis Kiesenwetter, 1863 var. duplicatus ]; *Liberti 1995a: 159. 

Material examined. Sassari prov. : *Ozieri, 1976 (CPO). Olbia-Tempio prov. : *Isola Caprera, 1986 
(MCSNG); Monte Limbara, 1995 (CAN); Tempio Pausania, 1995 (CAN). Nuoro prov. : Bruncu Spina, 1974 
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(CMO); Cala Gonone, 1980 (CFR); Cantoniera Guzzurra, 1995 (CAN); Desulo, 1995 (CAN); Dorgali, 1995 
(CAN); Lago di Gusana, 1995 (CAN); *01iena, 1995 (CAN, MCSNG); Oliena, San Giovanni, 1995 (CAN); 
Orgosolo, 1995 (CAN); *Orune, 1976 (CPO). Oristano prov. : Laconi, 1998 (CAN, CME); Tharros, 2008 
(CNBFVR). Ogliastra prov. : Monte Perda Liana, 2008 (CNBFVR); Monte Tonneri, 2008 (CNBFVR); Seui, 
2001 (CFA, CLI); Talana, 2008 (CNBFVR); *Villanova Strisaili, 1974 (CLI). Medio Campidano prov, : Giara 
di Gesturi, 2001 (CLI); Monte Anzeddu, 2006 (CNBFVR); Sant'Antonio di Santadi, 2003 (CPA). Carbonia- 
Iglesias prov. : Monti Marganai, 2006 (CNBFVR); sa Duchessa, 2006 (CNBFVR). Cagliari prov. : Burcei, 
1997 (CME); *Cantoniera Campu Omu, 1998 (CLI, CME); Monte dei Sette Fratelli, 1995 (CAN); Sadali, 
2001 (CPN); Soleminis, 1983 (CFO); Stagno di Piscinni, 1995 (CAN). 

Chorotype. Strictly Sardinian. Affinities: close to A. (D.) crenicollis, which is a Sicilian and North 
African species (Liberti 1995a). 

Notes. This species is characterized by the pectinate male antennae, convex body, black colour, dark 
pubescence and well impressed elytral punctuation. Rather common all over the island. 


Aplocnemus ( Diplambe ) januaventi Liberti, 2007 

(Fig. 18) 

Aplocnemus ( Diplambe ) januaventi *Liberti, 2007a: 2 (Loc. typ. Gennargentu, Sardinia). 

Material examined. Nuoro prov. : *Aritzo, 2009 (CLI, MCSNM); *Bruncu Spina, 1974 (CMO); *Desulo, 
2009 (CAN, CLI, MCSNG); *Lago di Gusana, 1995 (CLI). Ogliastra prov. : Genna Silana, 2009 (CLI); Genna 
Croce, 2009 (CLI). Cagliari prov. : *San Vito, 1872 (MCSNG); *Sarrabus, y-a (MCSNG). 

Chorotype. Strictly Sardinian. Affinities: among the Diplambe, this species appears rather peculiar and 
no hypotheses are attempted as to its affinities. 

Notes. A rather rare species known from a limited number of specimens from the Gennargentu and 
Sarrabus areas only, and well characterized by the serrate male antennae, dark brown body with brown tarsi 
(paler than the tibiae), pale pubescence and elytral punctuation not as impressed as in A. {D .) duplicatus. 
Uncommon, probably altitudinal species, repeatedly collected on blossoming Erica bushes together with A. 
(/).) duplicatus. 


Discussion 

Zoogeographical analysis: 

The overall picture is shown in Figs 28-29. 

Out of 30 species (32 taxa) present in Sardinia, 11 species (13 taxa) are strict Sardinian endemics: 
Danacea (Danacea) imperialis, D. ( D.) mitis, D. (D.) sardoa sardoa, D. (D.) sardoa declivis; D. 
(Allodanacaea) gorditana, D. (A.) nvmpha, D. (A.) oreas, D. (A.) picicornis picicornis, D. (A.) picicornis 
supramontana, D. (A.) sulcitana, Dasytes doderoi, Aplocnemus (Diplambe) duplicatus, A. (D.) januaventi. 

Two species are endemic of Sardinia and Corsica: Danacaea {Danacea) Corsica and D. ( Allodanacaea) 
milleri. 

Two species are Tyrrhenian, occurring in Sardinia, Corsica, the Tuscan Archipelago and smaller 
Tyrrhenian islands, eastern Liguria, the Tyrrhenian coast of peninsular Italy (to some extent), and Sicily: 
Divales cinctus (also widespread in peninsular Italy and common in Sicily); Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus) 
cribricollis (with only a marginal presence in peninsular Italy, on Monte Circeo (Latium), and absent from 
Sicily). 

Five species have a Central Mediterranean distribution, i.e. Tyrrhenian plus Tunisia and Algeria: Dasytes 
coerulescens, Psilothrixprotensa; Aplocnemus {Aplocnemus) pectinatus, A. (A.) rufomarginatus and maybe 
A. {A.) jejunus. 
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FIGURES 28. Similarities of the Sardinian Dasytidae fauna with those of Corsica, North Africa, Sicily and mainland 
Italy. Numbers refer to the Dasytidae species living in each region, arrows list the Mediterranean species common to 
Sardinia and these same regions. Only the species with an incomplete Mediterranean range are listed in the figure: five or 
six further ones, occurring in the whole Central Mediterranean area, are listed in the text but not in the drawing for sake 
of clarity. 


Seven species have a wider Mediterranean distribution, either West- or East-Mediterranean or 
Mediterranean. West-Mediterranean: Dasytes {Mesodasytes) aeneiventris, D. (M .) croceipes, D. (M.) iteratus, 
Dasytes (Dasytes ) flavescens; East-Mediterranean: Dolichosoma simile , Psilothrix aureola ; Mediterranean: 
Dasytes (. Mesodasytes ) nigroaeneus. 

Three species have a wide chorotype (Sibero-European or Euro-Mediterranean). Sibero-European: 
Dolichosoma lineare ; Euro-Mediterranean: Dasytes ( Dasytes ) paitperculus, Psilothix viridicoerulea (also 
Canary Islands). 

As expected, the Dasytidae fauna conforms to Sardinia’s Central Mediterranean character with, however, 
a high percentage of strict endemic species (36.7%; which becomes 40.6% considering all taxa). 
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In Fig. 28, Sardinian species that also occur in the neighbouring regions of Corsica, peninsular Italy, 
Sicily and Tunisia + Algeria are listed separately; for sake of clarity, the 5 or 6 species that occur in all of these 
regions, i.e. Dasvtes (Mesodasytes ) aeneiventris, D. (M.) nigroaeneus, D. ( Dasytes ) pauperculus, Psilothrix 
aureola, P. viridicoerulea and maybe also Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus ) jejunus (the presence of which in North 
Africa is not certain), have been omitted. 

The overlap with Corsica, although consistent, may not be as high as would be expected given the 
proximity of the two islands; on the other hand, it is remarkable that the overlap with North Africa is not 
inferior to the overlap with Sicily and peninsular Italy. 

Fig. 29 shows the numbers of strict Sardinian and Corsican endemic taxa and the two Sardo-Corsican 
endemics; it also shows the North-Thyrrenian distribution of the eight known Tyrrhenian Dasytidae species 
and subspecies (only two of which are present in Sardinia). The two islands clearly differ from each other, 
Corsica being more Tyrrhenian and Sardinia showing higher isolation and more southern affinities. 

These comparisons are useful only on a purely qualitative ground, being based solely on species’ numbers 
and not taking into account the affinities between species, which are both important and difficult to quantify. 


8 strict 
endemics 


3 species: 

Elba + Corsica 
Dn. leonardii 
Dn. sardoa mancinii 
A. koziorowiczi 


2 species: 

Elba + Corsica 
+ Italian coast 
Ds. tristiculus 
A. difficilis 


1 species: 

Elba + italian coast 
Dn. romana 


2 endemics 
Corsica + Sardinia 
Dn. Corsica 
Dn. milleri 





13 strict 
endemics 


8 tyrrhenian species: 

Dn. romana 

Dn. leonardii 

Dn. sardoa mancinii 

Ds. tristiculus 

Di. cinctus 

A. cribricollis 

A. difficilis 

A. koziorowiczi 



2 species: whole area: 
Elba + Corsica + Sardinia 
+ italian coast 
Di. cinctus 
A. cribricollis 


FIGURE 29. A picture of the highly endemic Dasytidae fauna of Sardinia and its reduced Tyrrhenian character. 
Numbers refer to the endemics living in Sardinia and Corsica (i.e. strict Sardinian and strict Corsican), arrows show the 
two Sardo-Corsican endemics and the distribution details (in the North Tyrrhenian area) of the eight known Tyrrhenian 
species, only two of which are found in Sardinia. 
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FIGURE 30. A mating pair of Dolichosoma simile (Brulle) (Greece, Igoumenitza) (photo by R. Constantin). 


The endemics: 

Danacea (Allodanacaea ) 

This is a Central Mediterranean subgenus showing a high speciation potential, and totalling 26 taxa: 18 
species and 1 subspecies in Italy—one from Apulia, the remaining from Tyrrhenian Italy and Corsica (Liberti 
1985, 2007b)—one in Malta (Liberti & Schembri 2002) and 6 in Tunisia and Algeria (Constantin, pers. 
comm.). Many species live on islands and all of them have a small or very small range: the widest known 
range is that of D. romance Pic, 1902, which lives on the Italian Tyrrhenian coasts of Tuscany and Latium 
(from Livorno province to Monte Circeo, Elba and Pianosa islands included), and the smallest is probably that 
of D. poggii Liberti, 1985, which is limited to the tiny island of Montecristo (Tuscan Archipelago) (Liberti 
1985: 337, 340). Sardinia is inhabited by 6 Danacea (Allodanacaea ) species (7 taxa), 5 (6 taxa) of which are 
strict endemics and 1 Sardo-Corsican. 

Sometimes, insular species can be found on more than one neighbouring island: D. caprariae Liberti, 
1985 occurs on Capraia and Gorgona (Tuscan Archipelago, approximately 40 km apart); D. pontina Liberti, 
2007b occurs on Ponza and Ventotene (Pontine Islands, again approximately 40 km apart). Danacea (A.) 
caneparii Liberti, 1985, described from Pantelleria (Sicily), has been collected 280 km to the west on La 
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Galite islands (Tunisia) (Liberti & Schembri 2002), but not yet in mainland Tunisia (Constantin, pers. 
comm.), situated less than 80 km to the south; this species probably landed on Pantelleria rather “recently” 
because it is a volcanic island which emerged 320-330.000 years ago and was completely covered by a 5 m 
layer of erupted volcanic rocks 45.000 years ago (Agnesi & Federico 1995). 

On the other hand, several Danacea (Allodanacaea ) species show small mainland ranges: D. ilicis Liberti, 
1985 occurs on the Mount Argentario peninsula (and also on Giglio and Giannutri islands) (Tuscan 
Archipelago), but has never been found on the nearby mainland. Danacea wittmeri Liberti, 1985 lives on 
Capri and Ischia islands and on the Sorrento peninsula (Campania) but has not yet been found outside this 
rather small coastal area around Naples (Liberti 2007c: 195). 

A remarkable feature of the Sardinian D. {Aliodanacea) is that all taxa have a range which is smaller, 
sometimes much smaller, than Sardinia itself (see Figs 24-26). The best examples are those of D. gorditana 
and D. nympha (Fig. 24), only known from restricted, neighbouring areas of the north-western corner of the 
island (the Nurra region). They cannot be recently formed species (i.e. recent endemics) because they are well 
differentiated from one another and from the other species living in Sardinia and Corsica. It cannot be decided 
whether these two species had wider ranges in the past (in which case they could be considered as “relictual 
endemics”) or whether the extension of their ranges has been subject to little changes over time 
(“autocthonous endemics”). 

Also, the apparent lack of other D. (.Allodanacaea ) species in the Nurra region represents a question mark. 
The author attempted to collect some in June 2003 in the hilly area around Argentiera, between Stintino and 
Porto Conte, with no results whatsoever; on the other hand, several samplings in the coastal Mediterranean 
bush carried out between Castelsardo and Capo Testa, 50-60 km east, yielded D. {Allodanacaea) milleri in 
high numbers, as expected. Further collecting should be carried out in this interesting area. 

Danacea {Danacea) 

Two out of the four Sardinian Danacea {Danacea) species are strict endemics, occurring all over the 
island. A third species, D. sardoa, has been split into four subspecies, two of which are Sardinian strict 
endemics: D. sardoa declivis, which has a small range more or less limited to the Monte Linas and Iglesias 
areas, and D. sardoa sardoa, which can be found everywhere else; both are common. The similarity of these 
two taxa suggests a rather recent differentiation, but the question of what kind of barriers may have been 
active in the past, preventing the free genetic exchange between populations of the former Danacea sardoa 
before the split, cannot be answered yet. 

Dasytes 

One species, Dasytes doderoi, is a very poorly known Sardinian endemic limited to the Gennargentu 
massif. Its rarity suggests that it could be the remnant of a more widespread past population. Its distribution 
could be Central Mediterranean, as is the case for other Sardinian dasytids. Many Dasytes have indeed been 
described from North Africa and are insufflcently known, but data thus far collected by the author seem to 
exclude such possibility. 

Although Dasytes species with small ranges are quite uncommon, D. {Hypodasytes) grenieri 
Kiesenwetter, 1871 is restricted to Corsica, where it is common and widespread from sea level to over 2000 m 
(Liberti 2004a). It has never been found in Sardinia and is mentioned here only as a possible example of a 
“lucky” species having successfully survived on an island - differing in many aspects from Sardinia (higher 
mountains, more water, etc.) - which may have better sheltered its original Dasytes stock. 

Aplocnemus {Diplambe) 

Both A. {Diplambe) species present in Sardinia are strict endemics: A. {D.) duplicatus is spread all over 
the island and is rather common, whereas A. {D.) januaventi is rather rare and apparently limited to the 
Gennargentu and Sarrabus areas. The latter species, like Dasytes doderoi, could be a relictual endemic; here 
again, checks have been made to minimize the possibility that it could be a Central Mediterranean species 
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(present also in North Africa). However, A. (Aplocnemus) and A. (Diplambe) offer many more examples of 
small distributions than Dasytes. 

Collecting with traps at Marganai and Montimannu: 

A collecting campaign was carried out by CNBFVR in the years 2003-2006 in the Monti Marganai and 
Montimannu region-owned forests, in the communes of Iglesias, Domusnovas and Villacidro (cf. Mason et al. 
2006): several traps, mostly Malaise, were placed at several sites and collected over 2,000 specimens of 
Dasytidae (Tabs 1-2). 

Fifteen species - another 3 species (see Tab. 1) were collected in 1 specimen only and are not considered 
here - were repeatedly collected, representing about 60% of the approximately 25 species expected to occur in 
the study area. All the species collected are good flyers, and many of them have a wide distribution area, but 
also several Sardinian endemics were trapped. 


TABLE 1. Trap collections at Marganai and Montimannu: Danacea, Psilothrix, Dolichosoma, Dasytes. See text for 
comments. Legend: * = sex not recorded; ** = assignments of females to D. croceipes or D. itemtus might be unreliable 
because of the similarity between the two; A = Iglesias, Marganai, 700 m, Area Conecofor SAR 1, Malaise trap, leg. G. 
Chessa; B = Iglesias, Monti Marganai, 480 m, locality Tintillonis, Malaise trap, leg. D. Birtele, R Cerretti, G. Nardi & D. 
Whitmore; C = as in A but window trap; D = as in A but pitfall trap; E = Villacidro, left bank Rio Cannisoni, light trap, 
leg. M. Bardiani, D. Birtele, P. Cornacchia & D. Whitmore; F = Domusnovas, Lago [= lake] Siuru, 322 m. Malaise trap, 
leg. M. Bardiani , D. Birtele, P. Cornacchia & D. Whitmore; G = Domusnovas, near Planargia-Scoveri, 625 m, Malaise 
trap, leg. M. Bardiani, P. Cerretti, G. Nardi & D. Whitmore; SI = Iglesias, Colonia Beneck, 636 m, Malaise trap, leg. G. 
Chessa; S2 = Domusnovas, Sa Duchessa, 371 m, Malaise trap, leg. G. Chessa; S3 = Domusnovas, Valle Oridda, 592 m, 
Malaise trap, leg. G. Chessa. 


Species 

Years 2004, 2005, 2006 


Year 2006: Traps SI, S2, S3 



Dates 

Specimens 

Trap 

Dates 

Specimens 

Specimens /Trap 

SI S2 S3 

Danacea ( Danacea ) 

21.X-12.XII.2004 

1 ? 

A 

21.IIIM. VI 

30 3, 29 9 

5 

52 

2 

imperialis 

15-30.VI.2004 

1 9 

A 

4-18.IV 

4 3, 10 9 

1 

12 

1 


11-12.VI.2004 

16* 

B 

18.IV-2.V 

7 3,11 9 

4 

14 



20-24.V.2006 

17(3,25$ 

G 

2-16. V 

4 3, 7 9 


11 



20.V-16.VI.2005 

1 9 

A 

16-30.V 

i 3, 12 9 

3 

10 



12-17. VII.2006 

1 9 

F 






Danacea (Danacea) 

20-23 .V.2006 

2? 

F 

18.IV-2.V 

29 


2 


sardoa declivis 




2-16. V 

5$ 


5 






16-30.V 

- 








30.V-13.VI 

19 

1 







13-27. VI 

2 9 

1 


1 

Danacea (Danacea) 




13-2 7. VI 

1 9 

1 



mitis 









D. (Allodanacaea) 




13-2 7. VI 

l 3 

1 



sulcitana 









D. (Allodanacaea) 




13-27. VI 

39 



3 

oreas 




27. VI-11.VII 

i 3,10 9 



11 





11-25 .VII 

i 39 7 9 



8 

Psilothrix 




21.IIIM. VI 

2* 

1 


1 

viridicoerulea 




4-18.IV 

18* 

3 

3 

12 





18.IV-2.V 

65* 

13 

13 

39 





2-16. V 

229* 

79 

33 

117 





16-30.V 

249* 

111 


138 





30.V-13.VI 

24* 



24 

. continued 


DASYTIDAE OF SARDINIA Zootaxa 2318 © 2009 Magnolia Press • 377 










TABLE 1 ( continued ) 


Species 

Years 2004, 2005, 2006 


Year 2006: Traps SI. 

, S2, S3 



Dates 

Specimens 

Trap 

Dates 

Specimens 

Specimens /Trap 

SI S2 S3 

Dolichosoma simile 




16-30.V 

2 c? 

2 



Dasytes (Dasytes) 




13-27. VI 

40* 

40 



flavescens 




27. VI-11. VII 

21 * 

21 







11-25 .VII 

3* 

2 


1 

Dasytes (Dasytes) 

20-23 .V.2006 

5* 

F 

18.IV-2.V 

35* 

1 

8 

26 

coerulescens 


29* 

G 

2-16.V 

92* 


59 

33 





16-30.V 

54* 

14 

16 

24 





30.V-13.VI 

2 * 

2 







13-27. VI 

1 * 



1 

Dasytes ( Dasytes ) 

15-30.VI.2004 

25 

A 






pauperculus 

20.V-16.VI.2005 

i 5 

C 






D. ( Mesodasytes ) 

20.V-16.VI.2005 

i ? 

A 






nigroaeneus 









D. ( Mesodasytes ) 

11-12.VI.2004 

1 3, 4 5 

B 

4-18.IV 

1 3 


1 


aeneiventris 

15-30.VI.2004 

10 C?, 13 9 

A 

18JV-2.V 

397 4,82 9 

140 

328 

11 


1-16. VIII.2004 

1 9 

D 

2-16.V 

334 3, 1669 

260 

137 

103 


16.VIII-8.IX.2004 

i 9 

D 

16-30.V 

13 4,121 5 

106 

11 

17 


29.IV-16.V.2005 

i 5 

A 

30.V-13.VI 

2 4, 24 5 

25 

1 



20.V-16.VI.2005 

79 

A 

13-27. VI 






20.V-16.VI.2005 

2 9 

C 

27. VI-11.VII 

14 

1 




16.VI-14.VII.2005 

1 9 

A 







20-23 .V.2006 

5 9 

F 







20-24.V.2006 

24, 139 

G 







19-24.V.2006 

8 3, 5 9 

E 






D. ( Mesodasytes ) 

15-30.VI.2004 

2 9 

A 

16-30.V 

1 4, 1 9 

2 



iteratus 

16.VI-14.VII.2005 

14,3.9 

A 

30.V-13.VI 

2 4, 3 9 

5 




16.VI-14.VII.2005 

1 9 

C 

13-2 7. VI 

104 ,13 9 

22 


1 


20-23. V.2006 

1 9 

F 

27. VI-11. VII 

4 9 

4 







11-25. VII 

1 9 

1 



D. ( Mesodasytes ) 

15-30.VI.2004 

1 <S, 58 9 

A 

18.IV-2.V 

39 

1 

2 


croceipes** 

29.IV-20.V.2005 

3 9 

A 

2-16.V 

4 4, 4 9 

2 

6 



20.V-16.VI.2005 

2 3, 69 9 

A 







19-24.V.2006 

1 (3,6 5 

E 







Trap location appears to be an important factor determining the species composition and abundance of 
samples. Many species seem to be “site-specific”: out of 15, only one species (Dasytes aeneiventris ) was 
collected in nearly all the traps installed in the study area while three ( Danacea oreas, Dolichosoma simile 
and Aplocnemus marginatus ) were collected in just one trap, three ( Dasytes flavescens, D. pauperculus and 
Aplocnemus cribricollis ) in two traps and another three ( Psilothrix viridicoerulea, Dasytes coerulescens and 
Aplocnemus duplicatus ) in three traps. 

Tab. 1 provides an account of the phenology of several species, which ranges from April (Danacea 
imperialis, Dasytes croceipes) to July ( Danacea oreas, Dasytes flavescens). Males tend to appear earlier than 
females; this is well exemplified by Dasytes (Mesodasytes ) species, where males largely exceed females in 
the earlier samples, the opposite being true for later samples (see for instance the Dasytes aeneiventris traps in 
SI, S2 and S3). The same trend is usually found when collecting Dasytes species with traditional methods 
(with sweep nets or by branch beating). 
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Tab. 2 reports the trapping of many Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) rufomarginatus (46 specimens). This 
result is surprising for such a rare species, and shows that A. (A.) rufomarginatus must be a much better flyer 
than the other, more common, Aplocnemus species. Its phenology is also surprising: it was mostly collected a 
few specimens at a time, irrespective of the season, although not in summer, and only in one instance (October 
2004) was it trapped in great numbers. 


TABLE 2. Trap collections at Marganai and Montimannu: Aplocnemus. See text for comments. Legend: * = sex not 
recorded; A = Iglesias, Marganai, 700 m, Area Conecofor SAR 1, Malaise trap, leg. G. Chessa; G = Domusnovas, near 
Planargia - Scoveri, 625 m, Malaise trap, leg. M. Bardiani, R Cerretti, G. Nardi & D. Whitmore; Ml = Villacidro, left 
bank of Rio Cannisoni, 401 m, Malaise trap, leg. M. Bardiani, D. Birtele, P. Cornacchia & D. Whitmore; SI = Iglesias, 
Colonia Beneck, 636 m, Malaise trap, leg. G. Chessa; S2 = Domusnovas, Sa Duchessa, 371 m, Malaise trap, leg. G. 
Chessa; S3 = Domusnovas, Valle Oridda, 592 m, Malaise trap, leg. G. Chessa. 


Species Years 2004, 2005, 2006 Year 2006, Traps SI, S2, S3 

Dates Specimens Trap Dates Specimens Specimens / 

Trap 

SI S2 S3 


Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) 

14-29.IX.2003 

1 * 

A 





rufomarginatus 

29.IX-21.X.2003 

1 * 

A 






21.X-17.XI.2003 

1 * 

A 






21.1-16.11.2004 

19 

A 






16.II-15.VI.2004 

i* 

A 






21.IX-6.X.2004 

i* 

A 






6.X-5.XI.2004 

9 3, 13 9 

A 






17.XII-4.I.2005 

1 * 

A 






18.1-1.111.2005 

13, i? 

A 






1.III-29.IV.2005 

1 3, 2 ? 

A 






29.IV-10.V.2005 

2 9 

A 






20.V-16.VI.2005 

1 9 

A 






30.IX-17.X.2005 

43, 2 9 

A 






17.X-3.XI.2005 

l 3 

A 






16.XII.05-3.1.2006 

13,1 9 

A 





Aplocnemus ( Aplocnemus ) 

16.VI-14.VII.2005 

i 9 

A 

4-18.IV 

1 * 



pectinatus 

19-24.V.2006 

19 

Ml 

18.IV-2.V 

4* 


4 


20-24.V.2006 

1 3, 19 

G 

2-16.V 

ii* 

5 

7 





16-30.V 

40* 

22 

17 





30.V-13.VI 

21 * 

13 

8 





13-27. VI 

9* 

6 

3 





27.VI- 

i* 

1 






11. VII 




Aplocnemus (Aplocnemus) 

19-24.V.2006 

13, 19 

Ml 

18.IV-2.V 

i* 


1 

cribricollis 




2-16.V 

i* 


1 





16-30.V 

2 T 


2 





30.V-13.VI 

1 * 

1 






13-27.VI 

2 * 

2 


A. (Diplcimbe) duplicatus 

29.IV-20.V.2005 

6T,39 

A 

21.III-4.IV 

1 * 


1 


20.V-16.VI.2005 

39 

A 

4-18.IV 

2 * 


1 


16.VI-14.VII.2005 

1 9 

A 

18.IV-2.V 

4* 


4 





2-16.V 

16-30.V 

30.V-13.VI 

i* 

1 






13-27.VI 

i* 

1 
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